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Treasurer’s Report

If our fi scal year ended in October, we would have had a completely different year end 
situation. The fi nancial reports till then were very positive and we were anticipating a great 
year, fi nancially speaking. 

Then the economic world changed. As a result, we enter our current year with very little 
history or experience to navigate what’s ahead. We, of course, are not unique in this 
situation, but we have some unique resources available to us that the rest of the world 
doesn’t. 

As a group of believers sharing a common purpose and mission, we can fi nd guidance in 
other places. The work of the church can and will – in fact must – continue in spite of the 
economic uncertainty around us. Throughout history, the church has never stopped being 
the church. No amount of persecution, economic or natural disasters have been able to 
stop the church from fulfi lling its mission. Our faith in God and his love and forgiveness is 
the reason we believe we will fi nd ways to continue the work of the church.

The work of the Finance, Policy and Audit Committee usually revolves around the 
fi nances of Mennonite Church Canada. We meet regularly throughout the year to review 
fi nancial reports, review budget projections and deal with questions about the way we 
handle, use, and report on the money you have entrusted to us. Our goal is to be open 
and transparent so that no one ever wonders, “What happened to our money?”

We look for input from all of you to remind us of where we might have fallen short of that 
goal. We hire an independent auditor to review our fi nancial operations and procedures to 
verify that what we report to you is accurate and correct. 

A report from your Treasurer would not be complete without saying “Thank you!” to each 
and every one of you. Mennonite Church Canada is the benefi ciary of many prayers, 
much goodwill, faithful volunteers at many levels, and cheerful givers. We are indeed 
grateful to God for each and every one of you.

I trust that as we continue working at this part of the church called Mennonite Church 
Canada, we will fi nd the resources needed to enable the work we do together. Martin 
Luther said, “There are three conversions a person needs to experience: The conversion 
of the head, the conversion of the heart, and the conversion of the pocketbook.” 

In worship, through scripture study – in many ways we remind ourselves regularly that 
we need to experience a renewed conversion of the head and heart. We are grateful for 
these opportunities to renew our commitments. At this time, we also pray for renewed 
conversions of the pocketbook wherever those transformational opportunities exist.

Thanks be to God.

–Gordon Peters, Treasurer

Note: A management report from Randy Wiebe, Director of Finance, as well as Audited 
Financial Statements, were not available at the time of printing. These documents will be 
distributed on-site at Assembly 2009.  

Gordon Peters, Treasurer
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