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Prayer for Peace in the Middle East
Lebanon and Israel are once again the featured media hotspots in international affairs. Israel increases military presence and force in the southern region of Lebanon while targeting strategic points such as the cities Beirut and Tyre with air strikes reaching far north. The Hezbollah is a Shiite political and military group with a stronghold in Lebanon, with additional support in Iran and Syria.  Hezbollah rockets have targeted various areas of Israel including the cities of Haifa and Nazareth.  In Lebanon about half a million people have been left homeless as they leave homes that are in danger or completely destroyed, say media reports.  Meanwhile tensions escalate between the Israeli army and Hamas in the Gaza strip.  About half of Gaza has no access to electricity or water and the effects are compounded by ongoing local poverty.  Both of these situations are placing thousands of civilians at risk and have caused over 450 deaths as of this writing.  The picture painted for us in the news seems overwhelmingly full of despair.  How do we respond?  

Prayer of intercession:

O God of peace and justice, 

The explosions of war, 

The fury of combat, 

The lamentations of the suffering and bereaved 

Have staggered our imaginations

On both sides of the border voices are heard

Weeping for the children 

Weeping for the wanton destruction

Weeping for the children

Weeping for loss of hope

O Lord, have mercy 

Have mercy upon all who are suffering injury, bereavement and displacement.

Have mercy upon the people of Lebanon

Have mercy upon the people of Israel

Have mercy upon us O lord, for we are all neighbours.

We pray for the leaders of Israel and the leaders of Hezbollah

We pray for all who are seeking to negotiate a cease-fire and to establish peace.

O lord, we look to you, for 

“When the earth totters with all its inhabitants, 

It is you who keep its pillars steady.” (Psalm 75:3)

For alternative news on the current escalation of violence in the Middle East, see www.mennonitechurch.ca/programs/peace/mid_east/. 

