
Congratulations to all involved in Equipping  
for reaching the 100th issue!  
It is special for me to begin my position as Receptionist and Equipping Coordinator at  
this milestone.  As Miriam Tshimanga transitions into her role as Administrative Assistant  
in the Resource Centre, I am learning to fill her place at the front desk.

Having grown up in a Mennonite community, coming to work at Mennonite Church Canada 
feels a lot like coming home.  It has been enjoyable getting to know my new “family” so far  
and I look forward to meeting you all in some capacity, whether it is in person or over the phone.

I hope you enjoy Equipping #100!

Leanne Plett – Equipping Coordinator 

Inside this issue of Equipping:
Mennonite Church Canada
•	 The Question of Denominations – Robert J. Suderman  

(pastors, leaders, bulletin boards, newsletters)

•	 Prayer, Notes & News – October 2009  
(bulletin announcements, newsletters, worship planners)

•	 Update your congregational profile online – Dan Dyck 
(pastors, leaders, office administrators)

Christian Witness
•	 Grace to You and Peace – Janet Plenert  

(pastors, leaders, bulletin boards, newsletters)

•	 Celebration Story October 09: The Aroma of Christ  
(bulletin boards, leaders, worship planners, and church newsletters)

Christian Formation
•	 Children’s Stories - on-line only, based on lectionary readings  

(for worship planners, teachers, pastors, education committee, librarian etc.)  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/126

•	 Resource Update: October 2009  
(for worship planners, teachers, pastors, education committees, librarian, etc.)

•	 Mennonite Spiritual Directors List  
(worship planners, teachers, pastors, education committees, librarian, etc.) 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1150
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Equipping Coordinator
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Christian Formation cont.
•	 Special Sunday Worship Resources  

View and download the entire grouping at: www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/482  
(for worship planners, teachers, pastors, education committees, librarian, etc.)

o	 World Communion Sunday, Oct. 4  
download at: www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1084;  
see July/August Equpping for hard copy

o	 Mennonite Heritage Sunday, Oct. 25  
download at: www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1060

o	 Mission Sunday, Nov. 8  
download at: www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1075;  
see July/August Equipping for hard copy

o	 Peace Sunday, Nov 15 (Canada):  
“Jesus’ Peaceful Revolution: 2009 Peace Packet”  
download at: www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1061

•	 North American Young Adult Fellowship retreat (for young adults)

	 Oct. 23-25 in Calgary AB

	 Its purpose is to connect young adults, provide spiritual enrichment, and further young 
adult work, engagement, and involvement in the Church. 

	 See the registration form at: www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1155 

Mennonite Women Canada Task Force
•	 Letter to Women’s Rep, Coordinator of Women’s Activities

•	 Task Force Survey

Extending Our Faith
•	 Faith & Life Resources  

(worship planners, teachers, pastors, education committees, librarian, etc.)

	 o	 Winter 2009-2010 Online Brochure  
	 (hardcopy will be included in the Nov/Dec Equipping mailing)

	 o	 Winter 2009-2010 Order Form
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Denominational,  
non-denominational,  
inter-denominational,  
post-denominational,  
trans-denominational….  
Anti-denominational.
Increasingly, we hear strongly-worded 
negative critiques that assume that Christian 
denominations are: passé, anti-ecumenical, 
egotistic, competitive, rigid, have tunnel 
vision, and/or are simply unacceptable in our 
post-modern world. Why not concentrate on 
being “Christian” rather than focussing on a 
particular brand of Christianity? 

Are denominations a blight on the witness 
of the church? Are they signs of the 
fundamental failure of the church in its 
mandate to “be one”? 

I am increasingly uncomfortable with 
these growing and largely unquestioned 
assumptions. This is too big an issue to 
address in this one-page format, but allow me 
to point in some directions that would lead us 
down a different path:

After 2,000 years of experience, we now 
know, without any doubt, that God’s 
Church is an incredibly rich, divine/holy 
project; but it is firmly rooted within 
human time, space, ethics, doctrine, and 
form, i.e., it spans geography, history, 
culture, creed, and structure. 

It is also clear that the nature of God 
and God’s plan for the church is truly 
“inscrutable,” and this “unfathomable-
ness” is experienced daily by those who 
want to know and follow God. In Paul’s 
terms, the fact that we “see through a 
glass dimly” has become an undeniable 
reality.

One of the results of this is that no one 
person or church can claim to have 
got it all right. Many have tried and 
thus focussed on particular pieces that 
seem to be missing or weak in the 
other expressions. This means that we 
complement rather than compete with 
each other. We need to acknowledge the 
“dim glass” that we all experience, and 
be grateful for each others’ efforts to live 
faithfully.

This perspective would align more closely 
with the Pauline insistence that the 
“oneness” of the church is part of what 
is given by God alongside other things 
such as the Spirit, the Body, hope, the 
Lord, faith, and baptism (Eph. 4:3-6). 
The calling of the church, then, is to 
maintain what is God-given (Eph. 4:3), 
and not pretend to become its own creator. 
Maybe, then, denominations are not a sure 
sign of failure, but a sign of passionate, 
Spirit-filled efforts to be faithful to that to 
which God has called us.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Robert J. Suderman,  
General Secretary,  

Mennonite Church Canada

“For no one can lay any foundation other than the one that has been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ.” 1 Cor. 3:11
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The Question of Denominations… October 2009, Equipping #100

Seen in this light, both the common foundations 
and the distinctives revealed in the “dim glass” 
are gifts from God to the church and part of 
God’s strategy to address the “inscrutability” 
of God. As such, they are not signs of our (or 
God’s) failure. 

The presence of multiple human expressions of 
faithfulness in time and space may function like 
the gifts of the Spirit given to the same body. 
For example, we don’t think of the eyelash as 
being in competition with the nose-hair, even 
though they focus on distinctive and highly 
specialized tasks for the sake of the larger body. 
Nor do we think of the eyes as being a failure 
because they can’t hear. Somewhere in here, 
there is an important lesson about the grandeur 
of God and the rich patience and incredible plan 
of diversity that form part of God’s plan for the 
liberation and transformation of the world. 

Having pointed to a different possibility, we must, 
however, readily acknowledge that denominations 
have not always acted according to this higher 
calling. They have used their particular gift as a 
hammer of exclusivity rather than a piece of a quilt 
embracing the oneness of the body. This we must 
confess, and pray for added wisdom. But failure 
to live up to a calling does not negate the value of 
the calling itself. Indeed, it may simply serve to 
underline its importance.  

5.

6.

continued from front
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Sunday dates Prayers:  
Please pray for and with the Church

Ministry Notes: 
This is how your financial support of Mennonite Church Canada 
is ministering...from across the street to around the world

News/Announcements:  
Stay in tune with the wider church

Oct. 4, 2009

World Communion Sunday
Today is World Communion Sunday!  As we partake of bread 
and wine in Christ’s name with brothers and sisters around the 
globe, pray that by living each day in God’s abundant love and 
grace, we will inspire others to seek God’s everlasting Shalom.    

Andrew and Karen Suderman are settling into their new roles as 
MC Canada Witness workers in Pietermaritzburg, South Africa. In 
a recent prayer letter, they wrote, “We have been received into 
churches, congregations, and peoples’ lives with warmth and joy.”  
Thank you for your support of the Sudermans as they adapt to a new 
culture and language!

Philippines Learning Tour 2010 
still has 2-3 spots available for 
the March 4-14 tour dates! 
You are invited to engage, 
see, and learn about Witness 
ministries in the Philippines. 
There are also a number of spots 
remaining for the January 21-31 
tour dates. 
More information is available 
at www.mennonitechurch.
ca/getinvolved or by contacting 
Norm Dyck at 1-866-888-6785.

Oct. 11, 2009

Mennonite Church Canada Witness workers Anne Garber 
Kompaore and Jeff Warkentin both reported that in early 
Sept. 2009, unusually heavy rains in Ouagadougou turned 
streets into canals. Please pray for those who lost their homes 
and belongings in the deluge, and for the five families who lost 
loved ones as a result of the disaster. 

Mennonite Church Canada General Secretary, Robert J. Suderman, 
has announced his intention to retire no later than August 31, 
2010.  During his term, Suderman has been deeply involved in the 
international church, and has been an important voice in ecumenical 
circles through MC Canada’s membership in the Canadian Council of 
Churches and the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada.  Your support 
has enabled the nurture of these important relationships! 

Oct. 18, 2009

Pray for good health for MC Canada Witness workers Lillian 
(Haas) and Norm Nicolson and their infant daughter, Nadine 
in Burkina Faso.  Norm is recovering from a recent bout of 
malaria and dysentery. The Nicolsons work at Bible translation, 
teaching, and Christian radio broadcasting among the local 
Siamou-speaking people.

Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal congregations will meet in Winnipeg 
on October 17 for The Manitoba Partnership Circle to continue 
strengthening relationships and to plan how they will work together 
in this coming year.  Thank you for your support of this ministry of 
hope and reconciliation!

What can the church in Canada 
learn from the South African 
church’s experience with 
apartheid and its Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission? 
Tune in to Mennonite 
Church Canada’s podcast, 
Church Matters, at www.
mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1152 
or access it via iTunes.Oct. 25, 2009

Mennonite Heritage Sunday
Pray that the message of Christ will continue to transcend 
linguistic and cultural barriers in Canada and abroad.  
Currently, 45 of MC Canada’s some 225 congregations are from 
backgrounds other than Russian or Swiss Mennonite traditions.  
Sunday worship services are offered in English, German, French 
and 12 other languages.

Mennonite Heritage Sunday
As the official repository of archival records for many Mennonite 
organizations, the Mennonite Heritage Centre is often able to 
provide genealogical evidence that helps Mennonites from  
Mexico legally enter Canada. Thank you for supporting this 
important ministry!

http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/equipping
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal congregations will meet in Winnipeg on October 17 for The Manitoba Partnership Circle to continue strengthening relationships and to plan how they will work together in this coming year.  Thank you for your support of this ministry of hope and reconciliation!
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Due Date: October 30, 2009

It’s time for all MC Canada congregations to 
update your on-line congregational profiles on the 
Mennonite Church Canada web site.

We periodically send out User IDs and Passwords 
to congregations for their individual profile. If you 
no longer have this information:

a)	Go to the login page at  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/directory/Login 
and click on “Forgot your ID or password?” 
Complete the online inquiry form and click on 
the “Submit” button. You will receive a phone 
call or an email from an MC Canada staff person 
with your 

b)	Please record this information for future 
reference.

Some congregations have gotten into the habit 
of updating their profiles as their information 
changes. This is been extremely helpful. Access to 
current data is becoming increasingly important 
as we work intentionally at building up our church 
community. I ask each congregation to give serious 
attention to the following points:

1.	Please complete ALL the fields in your profiles. 
Many congregations are completing only the 
‘bare bones’ information. Did you know there are 
also fields where you can publish and promote 
your web site? And there are fields for attendance 
and membership, as well as congregational 
descriptions that can help potential visitors know 
a little more about your congregation.

2.	Some of the data collected by MC Canada is 
becoming increasingly important for meeting 
government requirements. We encourage and 
urge you to complete all the fields in the online 
directory to the best of your ability.

3.	It’s important to note that the online directory is 
our authoritative source for printing the biennial 
MC Canada Phone Directory. If there is outdated 
and incorrect information on your profile, it may 
be duplicated in the printed version of the 2010-
11 Phone Directory, thus making some listings 
outdated before the directory arrives in church 
offices.

4.	We want to evaluate the usage of the paper Phone 
Directory as part of our ongoing creation care 
work. A short, six question survey has been made 
available to you online at www.mennonitechurch.
ca/tiny/1140. We would greatly appreciate about 
3 minutes of your time to complete it.

Thank you for your attention to this important 
function of our part of the Body of Christ. We look 
forward to receiving your information

Update your congregational  
profile online
From: Dan Dyck, Director of Communications, Mennonite Church Canada 

“For no one can lay any foundation other than the one that has been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ.” 1 Cor. 3:11

http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/directory/Login
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Grace to you and peace from 
God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. (Rom 1:7; 1 Cor 
1:3; 2 Cor 1:2; Gal 1:3; Eph 1:2; 
Phil 1:2; Col 1:2; 2 Thes 1:2; 
Phm 1:3).  
It strikes me that either Paul was fairly 
uncreative and just quickly scribbled this 
common greeting before he got on to the 
meat of his letters, or perhaps this greeting 
was part of the essence of his letter and he 
deliberately chose to repeat it.  A modern 
paraphrase to this greeting might be 
something like ‘May you experience the 
all-encompassing shalom and wholeness 
that is received as a wonderful and radical 
gift from God our Father.’  Paul goes on 
to describe and admonish and encourage 
and chastise his listeners to get on with 
the business of living into this shalom, 
accepting the gift offered by God, and 
behaving in grateful response to it. 

And this reminds me of several initiatives 
we as MC Canada are engaged in together, 
in grateful response to God’s overwhelming 
gift of peace. 

1)	 1,000 Acts for Peace – before the 2008 
income tax season drew to a close, I 
challenged us to rally 1,000 Mennonites 
who would register a Peace Tax Return 
(supplied by Conscience Canada), send 
it to the Minister of Finance and let me 
know.  I am very grateful for the 83 
people who let us know they did this, 
and hope that we can move much closer 
to the 1000 goal next tax year.  While 
paying your full taxes, this is a way 
to request the government to use your 
taxes only for non military initiatives. 
Or you may choose to withhold the 
military portion of your taxes. And do 
pray that Bill C-390 “An Act respecting 
conscientious objection to the use 
of taxes for military purposes” will 
get a second reading in the House of 
Commons. MC Canada helped shape this 
bill, and is listed as a body that would be 
consulted should this bill be approved.  
Find all the information at www.
mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/946

2)	 Canadian Department of Peace Initiative 
– MC Canada is an official supporter 
of this grassroots initiative.  Among 
other things, this initiative seeks to 
create a consistent voice in the Cabinet 
of the Government for the non-violent 
resolution of conflict, and to reduce and 
prevent violence through peace building 
methodologies.  As we likely approach 
a federal election, we encourage you 
to contact your political candidates 
and ask them to support creating a 
Department of Peace, and appointing a 
Minister of Peace (much like we have 
a Department of Defence).  A script to 
help you do this can be found at  www.
mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1139 and more 
information about the initiative is at 
www.departmentofpeace.ca 

Janet Plenert 
Executive Secretary  

MC Canada Witness

October 2009, Equipping #100
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Grace To You 
And Peace
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3)	 MC Canada and the Christian Reform Church 
in North America are co-hosting a day long 
conversation on October 17 to get to know one 
another. Sixty participants will discuss Peace 
and War – how our church has been shaped by 
our theological understanding, and how we are 
responding to our context today. 

4)	 Peace in the Public Square – we very much 
encourage every congregation to take seriously 
our collective discernment from Assembly 
this summer. Remember that together we 
formally agreed that each part of the Body 
within Mennonite Church Canada commit to 
publicly engage one local (regional, national, 
international) peace issue per year for the 
next 4 years.  I trust that as we move through 
the fall, each of our congregations will find 
creative ways to decide how and what we will 
publicly engage as part of our peace witness. 
One excellent way to do that this year is to use 
the Mennonite Central Commitee resources 
created especially for Peace Sunday this year.  
See www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1116. 

5)	 What is your congregation, or its members, 
doing to practically greet your neighbours and 
your community with the words of the apostle 
Paul: ‘Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ’?  We are 
dreaming of producing a book about you, and 
for you, tentatively entitled 1000 Acts of Peace, 
where we would simply record our church 
stories of shalom reaching into every aspect 
of life and society. These are nothing less than 
stories of the church fulfilling its vocation.  
Will you begin to send us your stories?  This, 
too is part of what we agreed together to do in 
our summer Assembly. 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ. May you find, and be bearers 
of, the all encompassing shalom that is a radical 
and joy producing gift of God and our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

October 2009, Equipping #100

“For no one can lay any foundation other than the one that has been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ.” 1 Cor. 3:11
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Chongqing is a city of aromas— intoxicating 
flowering trees on our campus,  the peppery hot 
pot that bores through the nostrils and explodes in 
a sneeze, and “stinky dofu” (barbecued bean curd) 
that wrinkles your nose because yes, it stinks.

The Apostle Paul was familiar with aromas, and 
not only the ones involving the body’s olfactory 
system. (2 Cor. 2:14-15) He knew that one’s life 
and witness to faith also leave a scent trail. In 
Chongqing, it was not possible for us to witness to 
Christ through doing explicitly religious things, 
like preaching, Bible teaching and translation, 
leading prayer groups, and the like, but witness  
still happens indirectly from the aroma left by  
one’s presence. 

Our Chongqing Medical University students know 
that we are Christian, and that we belong to a 
church organization. And while some have found 
that odour peculiar, to others it has been appealing. 

Tang, one of Phil’s English students and a twenty-
something university teacher, said that he had 
respect for Christians.  “They believe in something. 
We don’t believe in anything.” 

Emma, a former student of Julie’s, had been 
shaken by the devastating earthquake of May 12, 
2008.  On the anniversary of the event, she came 
to Julie to ask questions about Julie’s faith.   

“The earthquake has made me want to learn more 
about the Bible,” she said. 

An end-of-semester note from Maria to Phil said 
acknowledged that Phil had taught her “something 
far more beyond words.” A student that both 
of us taught described the ambition of personal 
development that she saw in many of those around 
her: “In the pursuit of happiness, few of them get 
past material things, and the rest are caught in the 
next trap that is power. I see something different in 
you….living simply but working dedicatedly.”

Of course, the aroma of one’s life carries peril as 
well as promise. We’re sure that the scent we have 
left in Chongqing has sometimes been more like 
that stinky dofu than sweet floral fragrance. If our 
five years in Chongqing have taught us anything, it 
has been how God delights to work through small 
seeds and hidden leaven. And how powerful can be 
the aroma of Christian presence!

We invite you to share with your 
congregation the following story from 

long-term MC Canada Witness workers 
to China, Philip and Julie Bender, 

written shortly before they moved from 
Chongqing to serve in Dazhau.   It should 

take no more than two minutes to read 
aloud. You might also wish to include it in 

your church newsletter.

The aroma  
of Christ

October 2009, Equipping #100
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WORSHIP CALENDAR

Oct 4 - World Communion Sunday  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1084 

Oct 25 - Mennonite Heritage Sunday  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1130 

Nov 8 - Mission Sunday 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1075 

Nov 15 - Peace Sunday 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1061 

Advent/Christmas -  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/78

MAKE THE MOST OF THIS 
UPDATE:

Circulate widely – to 
librarian, pastor, worship 
planners, education 

coordinator, and church 
secretary

Invite friends/committee 
members to subscribe: 

www.mennonitechurch.
ca/tiny/347 

View this issue 
electronically at  

www.mennonitechurch.ca/ 
tiny/1149 and connect with 
our online catalogue

Submit  your own 
original worship service  

or congregational event  
for inclusion here and on  
the web

!

Praying in Colour:  Kids’ Edition 
by Sybil MacBeth, Paraclete Press, 2009.

This new form of prayer makes sense to kids. Drawing with markers or 
crayons is half the prayer; the other half is carrying the visual memories 
thoughout the day.

For additional children’s books, see www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/168

Children’s Corner Resources for the library, home, Sunday School or Sunday morning storyteller

DID YOU KNOW? 
Resource Centre Facts

Loaned books 
shipped free
– both ways –

anywhere in Canada!

Doing December Differently
Subject:  Alternative Christmas

Father and Son:  
A Nativity Story
Subject:  Children’s Christmas

Sacred Search:   
Encountering God during Advent
Subject:  Christmas curriculum

Celebrate the Child DVD
Subject:  Christmas devotionals

Speaking of Christmas: 
Plays for Readers’ Theatre
Subject:  Christmas drama

Worship Feast:   
Advent and Christmas
Subject:  Christmas Worship

Or check other Advent resources - www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/78

are you ready for Christmas?we can help!
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“For no one can lay any foundation other than the one that has been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ.” 1 Cor. 3:11� 

 

Do you have any sites to recommend?

Do You See What I See?  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
by Ray Friesen, Emmaus Mennonite Church, SK.

Using Harry Potter as a starting point, Ray Friesen’s dramatic 
script invites people to see God at work, even in unexpected 
places.  Includes speaking parts, solos and choir numbers.
Download at - www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1141

From our ChurchesFrom our Churches Original materials from our constituency

Share your church’s original material

We’re looking for more original Advent and Christmas 
resources as we approach the season. 

Submit yours at resources@mennonitechurch.ca

From our Partners

From the Tyrol to North 
America: The Hutterite Story 
through the Centuries
by Astrid von Schlachta; 
translated by Werner Packull  
and Karin Packull.

The Hutterite sojourn – a story 
of incredible odds, of success 
as well as failure, a chronicle of 
faith in the face of oppression 
– is one of the fascinating sagas 
of the last five hundred years. 

Links worth notingWebsite Window

Our catalogue links you to many websites  
– here are some recent additions:

Artwork by Janet Mckenzie  
www.janetmckenzie.com

Using a variety of female 
cultural forms, the artist has 
created many empowering 
sacred portraits.

Interfaith Spiritual Care: 
Understandings and Practices
edited by Daniel S. Schipani,  
Leah Dawn Bueckert. 

For spiritual caregivers in the 
hospital and other settings as 
they encounter the growing 
plurality of faith traditions 
and expressions among care 
receivers and colleagues.  

Combat Paper Project   www.combatpaper.org

Through papermaking workshops veterans use their uniforms 
to create cathartic works of art.

Mennonite Heritage Portrait  
www.mennoniteheritageportrait.ca

Explore the Mennonite experience 
in the Waterloo, ON region through 
historic photo collections and 
archives, using features such as GPS, 
environmental applications, and blogs.

A Million Minutes for Peace 
www.odysseynetworks.org 

Sign up and pledge to pray for peace on the 
UN International Day of Peace and beyond.

Mennonite Committee on Human Rights  
www.mennosforhumanrights.org

Explore the intersection of human rights 
and Anabaptist-Mennonite faith.

Worship Services on Reconciliation 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1062

Use these worship outlines to engage 
in the UN campaign on reconciliation.

Pandora Press
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“For no one can lay any foundation other than the one that has been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ.” 1 Cor. 3:11 �

Our catalogue links you to hundreds of free downloads, 
including these recent additions.

From Mennonite Church Canada

 From our Press

Youth Worship Sourcebook
by Sarah Kathleen Johnson.  
A flexible curriculum to guide 
youth in understanding worship 
and leading creative, meaningful 
worship experiences.

2009-2010 Gather’Round Music CD.

20 teachable songs for Sunday School 
music leaders – that accompanies 
this year’s Gather’Round curriculum.  
Engineered by Bryan Moyer Suderman.  
Also a good children’s album for the home!

Words for Worship 2
A dynamic source of  
worship materials gathered from 
across our constituency.  Also 
includes sample worship services.

DID YOU KNOW? 
Resource Centre Facts

That’s a record – and puts us in reach of our goal of 100,000  
by year-end (double the traffic from 2008).  

Browse our catalogue for downloads contributed by MC Canada 
staff, pastors and many others from our congregations.  

Contribute your own electronic resource – see  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1082 for more details.

last month (Aug 2009), our free 
downloadable files were accessed 

over 10,000 times?

Caronport Backstage
A 16 page full-colour news report on 

the happenings at the MC Canada  
Youth Assembly this past July.

Bursting In and 
Breaking Out 
Advent 2009 At-
Home resource
Family prayers and 
activities adapted from 
the lectionary worship 
resources in Leader 
magazine.

Forming Faith:  Prayer 
Journeys with Children
What is meant by children’s 
spirituality?  What are some 
strategies that can help all of 
us mentor the children God 
has entrusted us with?
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New Resources We average 3 new resources daily. Check www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/480 for a complete listing

A Ready Hope:  Effective Disaster 
Ministry for Congregations
by Kathryn M. Haueisen; Carol H. Flores,  
Alban Institute, 2009.
Subject: Disaster/Pandemic

12 lessons that detail the predictable phases 
of disaster recovery at both the individual 
and community level and lift up helpful and 
unhelpful ways that congregational leaders 
and members can be involved in disaster 
response efforts.

Jesus for President DVD 
by Shane Claiborne;  
Chris Haw, Zondervan, 2008. 
Subject: Jesus

Join the “Jesus for President” 
tour as Shane and Chris 
issue a radical manifesto to 
awaken the Christian political 
imagination, reminding us 
that our ultimate hope lies not 
in partisan political options 
but in Jesus and the church 
as a people “set apart” 
from his world.  Includes 
discussion guide.

Open the Door: 
A Journey to the True Self
by Joyce Rupp, Sorin Books, 2008.  
Subject: Spiritual Life

Rupp explores the rich image of the door  
as an invitation to spiritual growth and a  
“God-awareness.” 

When Your Parent Needs You: 
A Guide to Positive Growth 
when Caring for Aging Parents
DVD, Paraclete Press, 2004.  
Subject: Aging Parents

This DVD focuses on the positive aspects of 
caregiving and on what caregivers can obtain 
from their experience.

Being Well when We’re Ill:   
Wholeness and Hope in Spite of Infirmity 
by Marva J. Dawn, Augsburg Fortress, 2008
Subject – Theology of Suffering

Provocative and uplifting, this book – written 
by one who has both extensive theological 
expertise and multiple infirmities – offers 
spiritual resources, emotional support, 
intellectual answers, and practical solutions 
that enable persons with infirmities to 
persevere through them and to be well. 

Companions in Christ:  A Small-Group 
Experience in Spiritual Formation
Upper Room Books, 2006.  
Subject: Spiritual Formation

A 28-week journey that offers small groups 
a powerfully transforming experience in 
spiritual formation, while exploring classic 
spiritual practices and inviting participants 
to develop daily patterns that open their 
lives to a deepening relationship with God 
and one another.

Changing the Conversation: 
A Third Way for Congregations 
by Anthony B. Robinson, Wm B Eerdmans, 2008.
Subject: Church Renewal

The author invites church leaders and 
members into ten crucial conversations 
that will change their congregation’s culture 
and help them respond with greater vitality, 
effectiveness, and faithfulness to our 
postmodern culture and its challenges.

Seven Sacred Pauses:  Living Mindfully
through the Hours of the Day
by Macrina Wiederkehr, Sorin Books, 2008. 
Subject: Morning/Evening Prayers

Using scripture, poetry, reflections, and 
personal stories, the collection is a wonderful 
gift for those who seek to find balance in 
their busy days and bring the practice of the 
Divine Office home to their own hearts. 

Resident but Alien: 
How the Early Church Grew
DVD, by Alan Kreider, 2009.  
Subject: Christian History/Identity

Six 30-minute presentations by AMBS 
professor Alan Kreider on the growth of the 
early church – despite discrimination and 
persecution.

Resource Update highlights faith and church ministry resources that the Mennonite Church Canada Resource Centre makes available by loan,  
sale or electronic download. This newsletter is distributed 10 times a year by MC Canada in its congregational Equipping package.  
For a free electronic subscription, check www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/347
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600 Shaftesbury Blvd 
Winnipeg MB R3P 0M4 
Toll Free 1-866-888-6785 
T:  204-888-6781 
F:  204-831-5675 
E:  lbergen@mennonitechurch.ca 
W: www.mennonitechurch.ca 

Mennonite Spiritual Directors List – Canada 
September 2009 
 
ALTON, GORDON: 30 Country Creek Dr, Baden ON  N3A 2V2 
Telephone: 519-634-9482  Email: gordalton@sympatico.ca 
Congregation: in transition  Area Church: MCEC 
Training: Spiritual Direction training at AMBS; Pastoral Counselling specialist with CAPPE; 
training/experience in Diamond Approach, Spiritual Focusing and Theophostic Ministry; Approach: to help 
directees notice the places where they are spirit-directed or are ego-driven, and work at transformation so 
that they spend more of their lives living from their divine nature and thus become more fruitful disciples in 
the world. 

Experience: 1999 
Availability: Pastors, lay church leaders. 

 

BERGEN, ILENE: c/o 1316 Snyders Rd W, Baden ON  N3A 3K8 
Telephone: 519-655-6887  Email: ilene@smchuch.ca 
Congregation: Steinmann MC, Baden ON  Area Church: MCEC 
Training: MTS, Spiritual Guidance Seminar at AMBS. 
Experience: 2000 
Availability: Limited local availability. 

 

BRUBACHER, GRACE: 20 Zenith Dr, Scarborough ON  M1K 1K4 
Telephone: 416-266-3403  Email: earl.grace@rogers.com  
Congregation: associate member of Mennonite Spiritual Directors of MCEC  Area Church: MCEC 
  - attending Christ Church Deer Park, Anglican Church of Canada 
Training: MSW; MA in Ministry & Spirituality and Diploma in Spiritual Direction, Regis College, Toronto School 
of Theology; Spiritual Direction training, AMBS and Regis College 

Experience: 2000 
Availability: No limits. 

 

DOELL, JUDITH FROESE: 553 Egan St, Boissevain MB  R0K 0E0 
Telephone: 204-534-6944 or 204-534-2996  Email: pastor@whitewatermc.com 
Congregation: Whitewater MC, Boissevain MB  Area Church: MCM 
Training: Spiritual Direction Course through AMBS (in Manitoba 2004-2006); Clinical Pastoral Education 

course (1st unit) 2007 
Experience: 2005 
Availability: Willing to give direction to both women and men, within the southwest regions of Manitoba, as 
time permits. Has directed two or three persons each year since 2005. 

 

ENNS-BOGOYA, LISA: 962 Lindsay Street, Winnipeg MB  R3N 1H9 
Telephone: 204-254-3291  Email: lisaeb@bethelmennonite.ca 
Congregation: Bethel MC, Winnipeg MB  Area Church: MCM 
Training: One-year AMBS Spiritual Guidance Seminar, 2004-05. 
Experience: 2004 
Availability: Limited availability, men or women. 

 

EPP, RUTH: 672 Denson Pl, Winnipeg MB  R3G 3N8 
Telephone: 204-775-2279  Email: edruth@mts.net 
Congregation: Sargent Ave MC, Winnipeg MB  Area Church: MCM 
Training: AMBS Spiritual Guidance Seminar 
Experience: 2005 
Availability: Women and men in the Winnipeg area. 
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FREY, ARDITH: 85 Tanglewood Ave, Kitchener ON  N2B 1S5 
Telephone: 519-745-7798  Email: mardith@rogers.com 
Congregation: Waterloo North MC, Waterloo ON  Area Church: MCEC 
Training: M. Div. - University of Winnipeg/Canadian Mennonite University; Spritual Guidance Seminar – 
AMBS; Summer Institute 2009 – EMS. 

Experience: 2002 
Availability: Limited availability to see persons outside of congregation. 

 

FREY, MIRIAM: 60 Tyson Dr, Kitchener ON  N2K 1G9 
Telephone: 519-880-9684  Email: mfrey@sentex.ca 
Congregation: Waterloo North MC, Waterloo ON  Area Church: MCEC 
Training: Certificate of spiritual direction training from AMBS, June 2000, and Toronto Jubilee Program, Feb, 
2001; Training in dreamwork at Amani Counselling Centre, Nairobi, Kenya, 1987; Enneagram training at 
Loyola University, Chicago IL, 1999. 

Experience: 2000 
Availability: Available to serve anyone. 

 

FRIESEN, SUNNIE: 57 Beaverbrook Dr, Steinbach MB  R5G 1L3 
Telephone: 204-326-6464  Email: sunnie@steinbachmennonite.ca 
Congregation: Steinbach MC, Steinbach MB  Area Church: MCM 
Training: AMBS Spiritual Direction course (2002). 
Experience: 2002 
Availability: Women and men (evenings and Saturdays); available to lead workshops or retreats focusing on 
contemplative spiritual practices including spiritual direction, centering prayer and lectio divina. 

 

HOUSER HAMM, MARILYN: Box 1887, Altona MB  R0G 0B0 
Telephone: 204-324-5438  Email: rhamm@mts.net 
Congregation: Altona MC, Altona MB  Area Church: MCM 
Training: AMBS certification course in Spiritual Direction; Member of Spiritual Directors International; Director 
Worship & Spirituality, MC Canada, 2001-03 

Experience: 2002-2007 
Availability: Women/students preferred. 
 

KLAASSEN, RANDY: Box 182, 42 Henry St, Virgil ON  L0S 1T0 
Telephone: 905-468-3505  Email: rev_randyklaassen@hotmail.com 
Congregation: Bethany MC, Virgil ON  Area Church: MCEC 
Training: Spiritual Formation and Spiritual Guidance, AMBS 
Experience: 1999 
Availability: No limits. 
 

LAVERTY, RUTH ANNE: 35 Maxwell Dr, Kitchener ON  N2R 1A4 
Telephone: 519-748-5492  Email: ralaverty@newprospectscounselling.com 
Congregation: Mannheim MC, Petersburg ON  Area Church: MCEC 
Training: M. Th. (pastoral counselling) and has taken courses in spirituality and faith formation; is a clinical 
member of the American Association of Marriage and Family Therapists. 

Experience: 1992 
Availability: Offers spiritual direction in her congregation, and on a limited basis to those outside the 
congregation, especially but not exclusively pastors. 

 

NALLY, MARGARET: 189 Mary St, Waterloo ON  N2J 1S1 
Telephone: 519-745-1406  Email: mnally@sympatico.ca 
Congregation: Kitchener-Waterloo House Churches, Kitchener-Waterloo ON  Area Church: MCEC 
Training: AMBS Spiritual Direction training through CGUC; degree in Religious Studies; training with the 
Jesuits, Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius, training in Franciscan Discernment; Jungian Dream courses, 
and courses in Celtic Spirituality and the Enneagram. 

Experience: 1999 
Availability: No limits. 


