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Download  the  current  issue  of  Equipping  at  www.mennonitechurch.ca/resources/equipping/current/        
Download  back  issues  of  Equipping  at  www.mennonitechurch.ca/resources/equipping/

September  brings  the  beginning  
of  a  new  school  year  and  the  resumption  of  many  church  programs  after  a  summer  break.  
We  return  refreshed  and  relaxed,  looking  forward  to  what  the  upcoming  year  has  to  offer.  As  
we  look  ahead,  I  would  like  to  draw  your  attention  to  an  article  by  Karen  Martens  Zimmerly  
that  explores  the  future  God  has  promised  us.  As  teachers  and  leaders,  we  need  to  keep  God’s  
“vision  of  hope”  in  mind  as  we  grow  in  appreciation  of  each  other’s  diversity  and  gifts,  and  
encourage  others  to  do  the  same.  

Leanne Plett Ð Equipping Coordinator 

Inside this issue of Equipping:
Mennonite Church Canada
�r�� Prayer, Notes & News Ð September 2010 

(bulletin announcements, newsletters, worship planners, leaders)

Christian Witness
�r�� September Celebration Story: Call to me and I will answer you 

(bulletin boards, leaders, worship planners, and church newsletters)

Christian Formation
�r�� ItÕs Epic: Remember GodÕs Future Ð Karen Martens Zimmerly 

(pastors, leaders, bulletin boards, newsletters)

�r�� Resource Update No. 8 
(for worship planners, teachers, pastors, education committees, librarian, etc.)

�r�� Special Sunday Worship Resources  
View and download the entire Special Sunday grouping: www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/482
(for worship planners, teachers, pastors, education committees, librarian, etc.)

o Sunday School Promotion Sunday, Sept. 12 

o International Day of Peace, Sept. 19 Ð Online only 

o Publishing Sunday, Sept. 26 Ð This Special Sunday Worship Resource is on hold for this 
year and will reemerge, next year, on September 11, as Christian Formation Sunday and will 
emphasize the ministry of Christian nurture and education through congregational formation 
activities, publishing, and church schools.

o World Communion Sunday, Oct. 3

o Mennonite Heritage Sunday, Oct. 31

o Mission Sunday, Nov 14 

Leanne Plett   
Equipping Coordinator
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�r�� Online ChildrenÕs Stories (based on lectionary readings)
(for worship planners, teachers, pastors, education committees, librarian, etc.)

Extending our Faith
�r�� Body and Soul Order form 

(for worship planners, teachers, pastors, education committees, librarian, etc.)

�r�� Talkabout sampler sheet 
(for worship planners, teachers, pastors, education committees, librarian, etc.)

�r�� Wee Wonder order form 
(for worship planners, teachers, pastors, education committees, librarian, etc.)
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Please insert these prayer requests and notes into your bulletin. 
Remember, you can also find these at www.mennonitechurch.ca/equipping for easy “cut and paste” insertion. September 2010, Equipping #109

Sunday  
dates

Prayers:  
Please pray for and with the Church

Ministry Notes: This is how your 
financial support of Mennonite Church 
Canada is ministering...from across the street 
to around the world

News/Announcements:  
Stay in tune with the wider church

September 5

This month, Matt Tiessen of Leamington 
United Mennonite Church begins a one 
year Witness Internship, assisting with the 
auto-mechanics needs at Peacebuilders 
Community in Davao City, Philippines. 
Megan Enns of Foothills Mennonite church 
in Calgary will also join Peacebuilders this 
month as a research assistant.  Pray that 
Matt and Megan’s skills will be a blessing 
to their respective positions, and that their 
faith and commitment to the church will be 
enhanced by their experiences.

Christian Formation ministries devote 
staff time and resources to helping 
our congregations as they address 
the challenge of integrating older and 
younger adults in meaningful ways in the 
ministry of the local congregation. Thank 
you for the many prayers, expressions 
of affirmation and financial gifts that 
enable this work and help strengthen the 
ability of the church locally, regionally 
and nationally to respond to this pressing 
need.

review the highlights, check out daily reporting 
in The Roundup at  

. Other 
Assembly-related materials are also available 
there, such as photographs, worship resources, 
bible studies and an audio recording of the 
Assembly theme song specifically written for 
the event, Reclaim the Name.

could and experience the life and witness
of a developing church community. A 
Mennonite Church Canada Learning Tour to 

As they become available, more details will be 
posted at  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/getinvolved.

September 12

This Sunday we celebrate publishing and 
Sunday School, two closely connected 
ministries.  Please pray for staff, resource 
developers, Sunday School teachers and 
others who connect us with resource 
materials. Invite the Holy Spirit to 
provide discernment and innovation as 
they share the good news, evoke growth 
and seek the financial support necessary 
for their ministries.

We are privileged to support Mennonite 
Publishing Network, an agency that 
develops educational materials from 
an Anabaptist perspective.  One of 
their new publications is a curriculum 
specifically designed the very young 

Thank you for prayers and gifts 
supporting this essential ministry.

presently being processed through Canada’s 

long time advocate for the separation of church 

Church Matters and hear how one senior youth 

 
or subscribe in iTunes.
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Sunday  
dates

Prayers:  
Please pray for and with the Church

Ministry Notes: This is how your 
financial support of Mennonite Church 
Canada is ministering...from across the street 
to around the world

News/Announcements:  
Stay in tune with the wider church

September 19

Mark and Lisa Wiebe begin a Radical 
Journey assignment this month. Pray that 
Mark and Lisa will experience the love and 
support of their home congregation of 
Douglas Mennonite Church in Winnipeg as 
they establish new and vital relationships.

Last summer, Mennonite Church 
Canada Witness workers who were 
in Canada preparing for a new term 
of service gathered with International 
Ministries staff and counterparts from 
Mennonite Mission Network for Mission 
Seminar.  Alternating between a US 
and a Canadian location each year, this 
much anticipated annual event gave 
Witness Workers and their families the 
opportunity to share experiences and 
challenges with other mission worker 
families, engage in a rich time of 
worship and teaching, and discuss ways 
of engaging their sending churches 
in their shared ministries. Thank you 
for the prayers, encouragement and 
financial support that help to sustain 
this important gathering.

Peace in the Public Square: Got an Act of Peace 

others, and get new ideas for Acts of Peace. 
Go to www.liveforpeace.org and click on 
“1000 Acts of Peace.”

September 26

Mennonite Church Canada General 
Secretary Robert J. Suderman (Jack) retired 
in August, and the incoming General 
Secretary, Willard Metzger, does not 

Please pray that God will encourage and 
prepare both Jack and Willard as they 
transition into new roles. Invite God’s 
guidance and discernment for Mennonite 
Church Canada staff and ministries during 
the interim period. 

At Mennonite Church Canada Assembly 

seeking “…renewed opportunities 
to walk with Aboriginal people of 
Canada…” in response to residential 
schools survivors.  Your support of 
Mennonite Church Canada facilitates 
these responses by encouraging 
relationships between Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal people and 
congregations. Thank you for the 
prayers, encouragement and gifts that 
facilitate the search for truth, healing 
and reconciliation.

Church Canada including personal updates 
from staff on the Mennonite Church Canada 
Facebook page.
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Karen Martens Zimmerly 
Denominational Minister 

and Director of Leadership  
MC Canada Development

And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God...And the city has no 
need of sun and moon to shine on it, for the glory of God 
is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. The nations will 
walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring 
their glory into it. Its gates will never be shut by day- 
and there will be no night there. People will bring into 
it the glory and the honour of the nations. (Revelation 
21: 1a, 23-26)

What an incredible vision of hope where God’s 
presence is so near and universal that it gives light to 
every aspect of communal life. What an incredible 
vision of security where evil has been banished and 
the gates of God’s city are open in welcome, and 
honour the gifts of every culture.

This vision is part of the scriptural text for next 
summer’s Mennonite Church Canada Assembly, 
which will be hosted by Mennonite Church Eastern 
Canada. The theme, It’s Epic: Remembering God’s 
Future, will encourage us as a national church to live 
out God’s vision of a diverse people who recognize 
and celebrate the gifts that God has given each 
culture and mature in our ability to live in harmony 
with one another.

In a world where fear and threats to national security 
cultivate wariness and building walls rather than 
creating gates, we as the church are challenged and 
given the opportunity to imagine how God’s city 
will be built in our communities. The gap between 
current reality and what God envisions seems 
impossible to bridge, yet God’s kingdom-building 

plan consistently uses an unlikely, yet accessible 
building tool: 

Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if you 
hear my !oice and open the door, I will come to you 
and eat with you, and you with me. Revelation 3:20

As pastors and church leaders, whatever the 
challenges of our current reality, this personal, 
relational, and community-sustaining tool is already 
present in Jesus Christ. Like the four Pevensie 
siblings in C.S. Lewis’s Narnia Chronicles, we must 
continually enter the strange and wonderful world of 
God’s story and let its vision and passion transform 
us so that we can lead our congregations in allowing 
God’s vision of the new Jerusalem to be the door 
through which they see their world. So how will 
we ensure that our ears can hear the frequency of 
God’s knock in the retreat of our study and at our 
leadership tables?

God’s voice is just as likely to be heard as we walk 
through doors into our local community. Consider a 
listening tour of your neighbourhood or community, 
where you are open to receiving the hopes and 
challenges of local business owners, community 
agencies, and those who live in the neighbourhood. 
What do you hear God saying through these voices?

Let’s be visionaries like John, the author of 
Revelation, who in imaginative ways holds before 
our congregations God’s vision of communities that 
welcome God’s light to open doors of healing and 
hope in our communities.

September 2010, Equipping #109

ItÕs Epic: Remembering GodÕs Future
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MAKE THE MOST OF 
THIS UPDATE:

Circulate widely – to 
librarian, pastor, worship 

planners, education coordinator, 
and church secretary

Invite  friends/committee 
members to subscribe:  

www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/347 

Submit  your own 
original worship service or 

congregational event for inclusion 
here and on the web

!

ChildrenÕs Corner Resources for the library, home, Sunday School or Sunday morning storyteller

The Genesis of It All
by Luci Shaw, Paraclete , 2005.

Feel God’s joy in creating your world, and you!

Experience the wonder of our magnificent universe in this delightful, lavishly illustrated 
story for children of all ages.

WeÕre changing the Update.
Fewer Hyperlinks are included in this 
PDF version. Rather, to view all the 
resources highlighted in this month’s 
Update, check one online location 

www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1383

We trust that website viewing will be 
easier for you!

WORSHIP RESOURCES

Sept 12 – Sunday School Promotion 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1328

Sept 19 – International Day of Peace 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1059

Oct 3 – World Communion Sunday 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1356

Oct 31 – Mennonite Heritage Sunday 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1357

Nov 7 – Peace Sunday  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1358

Nov 14 – Mission Sunday  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1339

Nov 28 – First Advent  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/343

Refer to page 4

A 15-minute radio 
program and web 
podcast that explores 
the life of the church, at 
home, across the street,  
and around the world. 

In Manitoba at 8:45 am, 3rd Sunday of the month 
CFAM 950, Altona; AM 1250, Steinbach; and CJRB 1220 Boissevain 
On the web at www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/158

Recent topics and guests include:
What is a Missional Church? with Jamie Arpin Ricci, Pastor, 
Little Flowers Community 

Treaties, Covenants and Promises: Where is the Conscience 
of the Church? - Part Two with Adrian Jacobs 

Does Church Publishing Matter? with Ron Rempel, 
Executive Director, Mennonite Publishing Network 

maTTerS
CHURCH

Whether you’re the church librarian, pastor, committee member or teacher, whether you’re a parent, child, grand parent or interested 
reader, there are many resources available to you!  Start your Fall off right, together with your Resource Centre.  We add 3 new resources/
day, so there are dozens of DVDs, thousands of books, hundreds of electronic resources available – we’ll help link you to the ones best 
suited for your needs.  Give us a call, or start by browsing the selected lists we’ve assembled for this Update.

WeÕre here to meet your resourcing needs

Church librarians (Cheaper by the Dozen program)  
Pastors (Congregational Leadership materials)  
Church administrators (Equipping package)  
Worship committee (worship resources)  
Church Council (Committee/Governance resources)  
Gift Discernment committee (Discernment materials)  
Small group leaders (adult studies) 
Deacons/Elders (caregiving resources) 
Sunday School leaders (education materials)  
Parents (family resources) 
General reading (2010 “summer” reading list) 

Remember, loaned books are shipped free of charge – both ways; 
we have all of MPN (and our other partners’) materials for preview; 
our membership in ARC (Anabaptist Resource Consortium) links you 
to other Canadian libraries; we have resources for loan, purchase 
and free download – and links to hundreds of websites. 
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 Many new items from MPN this fall!

Wee Wonder: Sharing GodÕs Love with Twos introduces two 
and three-year-olds to God through song, action rhymes, Bible 
stories and responsive play. Twelve creative modules with 52 
undated sessions are for use throughout the year. 

Check the MPN Study Shelf for 
great ideas for adult education. Purchase 5 or more 
copies of one title and receive 25% off. 

When was the last time sex was a topic for a sermon at your 
church? Body and Soul: Healthy Sexuality and the People of 
God guides a four-part congregational focus on sexuality. 
Through worship and interactive Bible study, and a parentÕs 
book, church members and families explore the topics Our 
Bodies, GodÕs Image, Created for Intimacy, Honouring the Gift 
of Sex, and Holy Desires. 

New for mid-week: Kids Can Make Peace, the Þrst unit in 
the new Kids Can Club series, includes 10 active sessions 
inviting children grades 1-5 to become GodÕs peacemakers, 
and to live peacefully with creation, self, God, and others. 

Dealing with Infertility and Dealing with Bipolar Disorder are 
two new pamphlets in the Close to Home caregiving series. 

Do you have any sites to recommend?

Links worth notingWebsite Window
Our catalogue links you to many websites  
– here are some recent additions:

From our Churches Original materials from our constituency

Share your churchÕs original material
at resources@mennonitechurch.ca

Check www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/480 for a complete listing

From our Press

www.carolpenner.typepad.com/leadinginworship/ 
- Leading in Worship: Worship resources in 
a Mennonite voice for ears of all kinds

www.faithandliferesources.org/Bulletins/ - 
Revised Common Lectionary Texts: 2010-
2011

From MC Canada

Being a Faithful Church 2:  ÔPeace ChurchÕ 
as ÔPaciÞst ChurchÕ by Jack Suderman (for 
2010 Assembly).  A model for how to apply the 
principles of discernment outlined in the 2009 
document, Being a Faithful Church:  Testing the 
spirits in the Midst of Hermeneutical Ferment.

What Makes a Mennonite brochure Ð now translated 
into Chin and Korean 

An 8-panel brochure Ð now in 6 languages Ð that is ideal 
for people new to the Mennonite Church or visiting a 
Mennonite congregation for the Þrst time.

Fleshing it Out: Stories from John’s Gospel:
A Series of 6 Monologues
by Mark Diller Harder and Kevin Derksen, St. Jacobs 
Mennonite Church, 2010.

A set of 6 short monologues for worship that follow the 
Gather ÔRound Bible stories from John. 

www.faithchallengeg8.com/statements_en.html  
- In June, the World Religions Summit 
was held in Winnipeg.  Interfaith leaders 
from the G20 countries met, and together 
singed this Statement 

www.trc.ca - Also in June, the Truth and 
Reconciliation CommissionÕs Þrst national 
event was held in Winnipeg. 

www.lwf-assembly.org/experience/mennonite-
action/ - In July, the Lutheran World 
Federation formally asked forgiveness 
of Mennonites.  Watch video of these 
reconciliation actions.  

View these resources online: www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1383



 
New Resources We average 3 new resources daily. 

Lord Save Us From Your 
Followers: Why is the 
Gospel of Love Dividing 
America?
Zacchaeus film group, 2008. 

Whether someone is Atheist, 
Agnostic, Muslim, Hindu, 
Jewish, - or yes, even 
Christian - all can identify at 
times with the cry, “Lord, Save 
Us from Your Followers!”

Fed up with the divisive 
bumper sticker mentality 
overtaking America, director 
(and follower) Dan Merchant 
donned his Bumper Sticker 
Man suit and set out on the 
daring search for meaningful 
dialogue and the true face 
of faith.

What’s in the Bible?:1 In the Beginning
by Phil Vischer, Tyndale, 2010.

Part 1: What is the Bible? How is it put together? 
Kids learn alongside Buck Denver, Sunday School 
Lady, Brother Louie and the crew that the Bible tells 
the story of God and what he’s done for us.

Part 2: Who wrote the Bible? Next, Buck and friends 
learn how God inspired people to write the Bible. 
They also learn how the first part of Genesis sets the 
stage for the rest of the Bible - and all of history!

The Bruised Reed:A Christian Reflection on 
Suffering and Hope
Canadian Council of Churches, 2009.

Where do we turn, when confronted with our own 
or others’ suffering? Why do we go there? What 
does it mean for us? What is suffering, and what do 
we do with it? We discovered at its depths a word 
that attached itself inseparably to suffering - hope. 

What’s in the Bible?: 2 Let My People Go!
by Phil Vischer, Tyndale, 2010.

Part 1: Who chose the books in the Bible? Buck Denver 
and friends learn how the Old Testament and New 
Testament books were chosen to be in the Bible. They 
also dive into the second part of Genesis to learn how 
God used a family to launch his big rescue plan!

Part 2: What is salvation? Learn words like “salvation” 
and “redemption” as we dive into God’s big rescue 
plan - how he saved the Israelites from Egypt and how 
he wants to save us from sin - a tiny word that causes 
huge trouble. 

The Praying in Colour Journal
by Sybil MacBeth, Paraclete Press, 2008.

When I first started praying in colour, the author writes, 
I couldn’t stop. I was so excited to have a new way to 
pray for my friends and family. Prayer drawings littered 
my house. They showed up on all forms of paper - on 
backs of envelopes, on sketch pads, on shopping lists. 
No piece of paper was safe from my newfound prayer 
exercise.

I hope this journal will provide you with a framework 
and safe deposit box for your praying in color prayers. 
The journal will also be your guide through the many 
different ways to pray described in Praying in Colour: 
Drawing a New Path to God.From our Partners

Generous Living eNewsletter: Mennonite 

Foundation of Canada

MFC teaches Christian stewardship to members of churches in Anabaptist 
conferences across Canada, including Mennonite Church Canada.  One significant 
method of teaching is through their e-newsletter, Generous Living.  

Who is my Neighbour?: A Window Into The 
Interfaith Experience
The Canadian Council Of Churches, 2010.  

The mandate of the Interfaith Reference Group of the 
Canadian Council of Churches, involves both ecumenical 
engagement about religious diversity and continued 
ecumenical engagement with different religions. 
The programmatic focus of the group is information 
sharing, education, theological reflection , and building 
relationships.

Check www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/480 for a complete listing

Telling the Truth About Ourselves and Our 
World: Decade to Overcome Violence
by Simon Oxley, World Council of Churches, 2009.  

A study guide to help churches reflect and act together 
as the 2001-2010 Decade to Overcome Violence is 
celebrated at the International Ecumenical Peace 
Convocation. (May 17-25, 2011, Kingston, Jamaica)

Also available in French, in Spanish and in German.

View these resources online: www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1383



 
New Resources

Resource Update highlights faith and church ministry resources that the Mennonite Church Canada Resource Centre makes available by loan,  
sale or electronic download. This newsletter is distributed 10 times a year by Mennonite Church Canada in its congregational Equipping package.  
For a free electronic subscription, check www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/347

Disciples of All Nations: Pillars of World 
Christianity
by Lamin Sanneh, Oxford University Press, 2008.  

Long the dominant religion of the West, Christianity 
is now rapidly becoming the principal faith in much 
of the postcolonial world--a development that marks 
a momentous shift in the religion’s very center of 
gravity. In this eye-opening book, Lamin Sanneh 
examines the roots of this “post-Western awakening” 
and the unparalleled richness and diversity, as well 
as the tension and conflict, it has brought to World 
Christianity.

The Rabbit’s Paw (for Bandit Blues): Poetry, 
Prose and a Love Letter
by David Milgaard, 2007.

David Milgaard, who spent more than two decades in 
prison for a murder he didn’t commit wrote this book of 
poetry, prose and a love letter while he was an inmate.

Awakening the Creative Spirit: Bringing the 
Arts to Spiritual Direction
by Christine Valters Paintner and Betsey Beckman, 
Morehouse Publishing, 2010.

Designed to help spiritual directors and others use 
expressive arts in the context of spiritual direction. 

Congratulations to Dori Zerbe Cornelsen from Winnipeg who won last month’s contest and a copy of A 
New Kind of Christianity by Brian McLaren.  

Email your response to:  
resources@mennonitechurch.ca, with “September 2010 Contest” in subject line.

To be eligible:   
Contestant must be an online subscriber, and a Canadian resident.   
Entries are due within 48 hours of receiving electronic notice of this update.

This month’s prize 
In God’s Hands   
by Lawrence Kushner and Gary 
Schmidt. 

This month’s question 
Name your favourite faith-based children’s 
picture book – and why

Claiming Abraham: Reading the Bible and the 
Qur’an Side by Side
by Michael Lodahl, Baker Publishing Group, 2010.  

Many of the Bible’s characters and stories are also 
found in the Qur’an, but there are often different 
details or new twists in the Islamic retelling of biblical 
narrative. In Claiming Abraham, seasoned theologian 
Michael Lodahl explores these fascinating divergences 
to discover the theological difference they make.

We average 3 new resources daily. Check www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/480 for a complete listing

The Marriage Course Kit
by Nicky Lee and Sila Lee, Alpha, 2009. 

Correction from last issue: All you need to lead 
a 7-session course set in a fantastic atmosphere. 
Participants will be served with a candlelit meal and/or 
coffee, tea and dessert at a romantic table for two while 
listening to practical talks that are informative and fun, 
either given live or played on DVD..

The Voice of a Writer: Honoring the Life of 
Katie Funk Wiebe
by Valerie G. Rempel, Kindred Productions, 2010. 

For more than fifty years, Katie Funk Wiebe has 
given voice to her thoughts while sitting alone at her 
typewriter. She has been particularly adept at opening 
up her life to others and “wrapping words” around 
her questions, doubts, and struggles. In doing so, she 
invites her readers not only to listen but to recognize 
themselves in her stories. This collection of essays 
provides a thoughtful reflection on the significance of 
Katie’s writing and her contribution to the life of the 
church.

Assembly Resources

For staff/council reports, daily news sheets, 
discernment presentations, and worship materials 
from the Assembly in Calgary, see www.
mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1387.

View these resources online: www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1383


