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For many years Mennonites have witnessed to the 
good news of Jesus Christ in Israel and Palestine.  
Mennonite Church Canada has been a part of this 
witness.  Hinke Loewen-Rudgers, a Witness worker 
now returned from three years of service in the city of 
Nazareth, Israel, has helped to initiate a partnership 
with several congregations in the Galilee region.  We 
also continue to support the work of Bethlehem Bible 
College, a school in the West Bank that trains leaders 
of Arab Christian churches.  

Through this work, as well as the work of other 
Mennonite agencies there, we are aware that the 
human rights situation in Palestine/Israel continues 
to be miserable and unjust.  We have witnessed that 
a power imbalance of Israelis over Palestinians has 
failed to provide the longed for security in the region.  
The Israeli government’s system of forced segregation, 
which some have called apartheid, plus the resulting 
oppression and violence, call us to advocate for a more 
just peace.

In response to the this situation, and a resolution 
at the Mennonite Church Canada Assembly in 
Waterloo, Ontario in July 2011, we urge our churches 
to explore resources that will give understanding into 
the lack of peace in Palestine/Israel and to seek ways 
to be involved in building peace in this region.  In 
cooperation with Mennonite Central Committee, 
a list of resources has been compiled to help 
congregations and individuals to gain understanding 
and to advocate for a more just peace in the “Holy 
Land”.  In addition to the attached list additional 
resources to be highlighted in future editions of 
Equipping.   Please consider how your congregation, 
Sunday School, or small group can use some of the 
listed resources attached.

Mennonite Church Canada continues to relate 
to church partners in Palestine and Israel, and is 
collaborating with other Mennonite agencies active 
in the region.  Your continued prayers and support are 
important as we together seek to be faithful followers 
of Jesus, the Prince of Peace.   

Dear Pastors and members of  
Mennonite Church Canada congregations.

Be it resolved that Mennonite Church Canada work 
with Mennonite Central Committee to provide 
congregations with resources to help churches and 
individuals discern and seek Christ-like responses to 
the ongoing lack of peace in Palestine/Israel.  

A resolution moved, seconded and passed at 
the Mennonite Church Canada Assembly, 
Waterloo, Ontario, July 7, 2011. 
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Resources for Palestine/Israel
Compiled January, 2012, by Hinke Loewen-Rudgers

The Mennonite Church Canada Resource Center is a one-stop source of material on issues relating to Palestine/Israel  
and the church in the Middle East.  Please see our website at www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1718  for the following 
and many more available resources.  

What is Palestine/Israel?  
Published by Herald Press, 2004.   comprehensive  
introduction and summary of the political, 
economic and social situation in Palestine. 
Mennonite Central Committee has been 
working in the Middle East since 1949:  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1704

Churches for Middle East Peace,  
a website that contains valuable resources for further study on advocacy and hope in Palestine/
Israel:  www.cmep.org/content/palestinian-christians  

Blood Brothers,  
by Elias Chacour, Baker Publishing Group 1984. 
A wonderful story that introduces the issues at 
hand in a very readable format:  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1618 

Zionism
Christian Zionism and Peace in the Holy Land, 
Mennonite Central Committee publication, 
2005.  A newsletter devoted to highlighting how 
Zionism has become something that hinders 
Christians from being good bridge builders: 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1705

Thanks to Alain Epp Weaver for
compiling this issue of the Peace
Office Newsletter.

This issue includes a questionnaire
seeking feedback on how the Peace
Office Newsletter is relevant and
interesting to you. If the question-
naire is missing, you can access 
it on MCC’s website: www.mcc.org

If you cannot find the questionnaire,
or have further comments, e-mail
your request or comments to
lar@mcc.org

aration barrier and the unilateral withdrawal
from isolated settlements, solidifies its occu-
pation over Jerusalem and the West Bank,
with the blessing of the United States, Christ-
ian Zionists actively support even more
extreme positions on the Israeli political
spectrum.

This issue of the Peace Office Newsletter
offers a critical analysis of Christian Zionist
theology and readings of Scripture. Loren
Johns, academic dean at Associated Menno-
nite Biblical Seminary, presents an outline of
Christian Zionist hermeneutics, and describes
Christian Zionist readings of apocalyptic
material within Scripture (such as Daniel 
and Revelation) while also offering more 
life-giving approaches to such texts. Patricia
Shelly, professor of Bible and religion at
Bethel College (Kansas), and Dorothy Jean
Weaver of Eastern Mennonite Seminary, 
outline Christian Zionist readings of Old
Testament land promises and Paul’s tortured
reflections in Romans 9–11, respectively, 
and then suggest alternative, more orthodox,
interpretations of these texts. Meanwhile,
Cedar Duaybis and Alex Awad, two Palestin-
ian Christian leaders, describe the adverse
impact of Christian Zionism on the Palestin-
ian Christian community, appealing to the
worldwide church to support a future of jus-
tice and peace for Palestinians and Israelis
alike rather than to be captive to unorthodox
theologies that provide theological rationales
for dispossession and violence. Will Menno-
nite and Brethren in Christ churches heed
their call?

Alain Epp Weaver is MCC co-representative
for Palestine, Jordan and Iraq.

Mennonite Central Committee
Peace Office Publication
July–September 2005
Volume 35, Number 3

Christian Zionism and Peace in the Holy Land

Christian Zionism of the premillennial 
dispensationalist variety tells a dramatic

tale: the rapture of believers, the rise of the
Antichrist, and Jesus’ violent, triumphant
Second Coming. Within this dramatic narra-
tive the return of the Jews to the Holy Land
plays a pivotal role, and the modern State of
Israel thus becomes a fact of great theologi-
cal significance to Christian Zionists. 

While Christian Zionism has become a
global phenomenon, thanks to the influence
of fundamentalist missions, it is in the United
States that the political impact of Christian
Zionism is felt most acutely. Congregations
“adopt” illegal Israeli settlements, sending
funds to bolster the defense of these armed
colonies. Christian Zionists organize prayer
vigils and letter writing campaigns in support
of Israeli military offensives (such as the 
so-called Operation Defensive Shield in the
spring of 2002) and against any Israeli terri-
torial concessions, even the minor “disen-
gagement” from the Gaza Strip and four
northern West Bank settlements set to take
place this summer. Benny Elon, an out-
spoken Israeli proponent of “transfer” (a
euphemism for the expulsion of Palestinians)
is a popular speaker at Christian Zionist
gatherings. A rancher in Texas tries to pro-
duce the red heifer whose ashes would be
required for the purification rituals necessary
for the Third Temple, which Jewish and
Christian extremists hope to have re-estab-
lished in place of the Dome of the Rock and
the Al-Aqsa Mosque, to become functional.
As the government of Israeli Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon, with the completion of the sep-
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With God on our Side,  
produced by Rooftop Productions 2010.   
A very good introduction to the effects of 
Zionism on the situation in Palestine/Israel:  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1706 

Anxious for Armageddon,  
Donald E. Wagner, Herald Press, 1995. An 
easy-to-read account of the author’s trip to the 
Holy Land and the challenges to Zionism his visit 
uncovers: www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1707

Evangelicals for Middle East Understanding  
has a very good list of books that approach 
Zionism theologically from the perspective of a 
variety of authors: www.emeu.net/reading.html

Under Vine and Fig Tree,  
Mennonite Central Committee’s compilation 
of essays on the topic of land and its place in the 
conflict in Palestine/Israel:   
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1684

http://www.cmep.org/content/palestinian-christians
http://www.emeu.net/reading.html
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Advocacy
Mennonite Central Committee Ottawa Office 
- The Ottawa office has very good resources 
available on its Palestine-Israel website:   
ottawa.mcc.org/palestine-israel  

Witness in Palestine,  
Anna Baltzer, Paradigm Publishers, 2007.  
Human rights as seen by a Jewish journalist with 
day to day observations of life in the West Bank. 
Good diagrams and descriptions of the issues:  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1708

Mennonite Central Committee link.  
A selection of letters written to advocate for peace 
and justice in Palestine/Israel:  middleeast.mcc.org/
statements-and-letters-palestine-israel  
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The Dividing Wall,  
Mennonite Central Committee 2004.  
The history of the dividing wall and its  
impact on Palestinian communities:   
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1709  

Walking the Path Jesus Walked,  
Mennonite Central Committee 2003.  A very 
good picture of the church in the Middle East, 
including the story of a woman in Palestine:  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1714  

Land of Revelation,  
by Roy H. Kreider, Herald Press, 2004.  
The experiences of Mennonite workers with 
believing Jewish communities in Israel:   
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1711

Narrow Gate Churches,  
by Atallah Mansour, Hope Publishing House, 
2004. A historical account of the author’s own 
biographical journey as a Palestinian Christian:  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1713  

A Moment of Truth: A word of faith, hope,  
and love from the heart of Palestinian suffering, 
KAIROS Palestine document.   
A unified voice of the church in Palestine:   
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1710

God’s Love Builds Peace, 2011.  
A short overview of Mennonite Church Canada’s 
work in Palestine/Israel since 2008:   
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1712 

Church in Palestine/Israel

http://ottawa.mcc.org/palestine-israel
http://middleeast.mcc.org/statements-and-letters-palestine-israel
http://middleeast.mcc.org/statements-and-letters-palestine-israel
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A good source of information for further study 
related to Arab Christians:  
www.cmep.org/content/ 
advent-2011-peace-love-justice-hope-joy%20

Mennonite Church Canada Mission Sunday 
Resource that highlights the Arab Christian 
church and gives topics for discussion and further 
study:  www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1571

“For no one can lay any foundation other than the one that has been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ.” 1 Cor. 3:11
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Worship 
Resources

Introduction 
These worship resources are designed to assist you in 
planning for worship on Mission Sunday. The focus of 
Mission Sunday is on the mission of God in the world, 
through the church, a mission to which all are called, all are 
equipped, and all are sent. 

This particular worship resource has been prepared on behalf 
of Mennonite Church Canada by a Mennonite Church 
Canada Witness Worker in Galilee. In the scripture texts we 
hear of the goodness of God’s ways – ways that transform us 
and sustain us by building a deep Christ-centered peace, even 
among people the world expects to be enemies. This view 
results from the enduring lessons our worker has learned from 
Arab Christian friends in Galilee. May their witness inspire 
us to be more deeply rooted in Christ’s peace as we engage the 
world with the reconciling gospel of Jesus Christ.

Theme – The Ways of the Lord are Good

*The resources Sing the Journey and Hymnal: A Worship 
Book are referred to as SJ and HWB

Worship Outline
WE GATHER
Invocation 
We lift our eyes to you O God, enthroned in heaven.  

We look to you, Lord our God, for your mercy, just as the 
poor keep their eyes on the wealthy. 

As the ones who are oppressed follow the moves of the 
powerful, we keep looking to you. 

We look to you alone, O God, our only Way.  
(Adapted from Psalm 123)

Words of Welcome: Welcome participants to this worship 
service in which we are focusing on the missional nature of the 
church. Add your own content and summarize the introduction 
as appropriate to your context.

Call to Worship: With the songwriter, I invite you to join 
me as I proclaim, “In Christ alone my hope is found, he is 
my light, my strength, my song; this Cornerstone, this solid 
Ground, firm through the fiercest drought and storm. What 
height of love, what depths of peace, when fears are stilled, 
when strivings cease!”

CCLI Song # 3350395, © 2001 Thankyou Music (Admin. 
by EMI Christian Music Publishing) Lyrics, chords, 
and more for this modern hymn are available at www.
fundamentallyreformed.com/2005/12/12/in-christ-alone. 

Litany of Response: (Based on Isaiah 45: 15 -21)

L: We look to you alone, O God. 

P: You are the One who gives us love, who gives us peace, 
who gives us the life of shalom that is yours alone.

L: We know that the ways of love, peace, and the journey to 
you are not in our control, for you are the One who has all 
things in your hands.

P: We come to you now confessing this together in your 
presence.

L: Redemptive power is yours alone. All other power is void 
to heal the great needs of this world.

All: We worship you in our hearts knowing that only you 
truly meet those needs.

Song of Praise: SJ 16 Praise with joy the world’s Creator, In 
Christ Alone (see the link above for this song), or HWB 42 
All people that on earth do dwell

Confessing: 
Have mercy on us Lord, have mercy, for we have tried to live 
in our own ways and on own steam. We’ve had our fill of 
this and have run out of steam. The disenfranchised of our 
world have had more than their fill of the ways of those who 
are powerful and cling to control. Forgive us, Lord. Help 
us to root ourselves and our peace work in your love, and 
to share a deeper peace with the disenfranchised. Invite the 
congregation to join you as you conclude with the words of the 
prayer in SJ 130.

Song: HWB 137 Forgive our sins as we forgive, or SJ 47 Oh, 
Lord have mercy

Mission Sunday, November 13, 2011

Washington Memo,  
an online Mennonite Central Committee 
resource. A wonderful compilation of worship 
pieces that highlight the conflict situation but 
emphasize unity in Christ.  Compiled by Ken 
Nafziger:  washingtonmemo.org/newsletter/
fall10/worshipresources/

Mennonite Witness in the Middle East,  
by LeRoy Friesen.  Mennonite Board of Missions, 
2000. A comprehensive history of Mennonite 
involvement in the region:   
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1715

Justice and only Justice,  
by Naim Ateek , Orbis books, 1989. Liberation 
theology as recounted by a local Palestinian 
pastor and director of Sabeel:   
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1716

Christ at the Checkpoint.  
An annual conference produced this collection 
of theological reflections by local and North 
American presenters. See website for details on 
how you can attend the conference and support 
the church in Palestine:   
www.christatthecheckpoint.com/index.php/
multimedia/lectures-2010 

The Lemon Tree,  
by Sandy Tolan, Bloomsbury 2006.  The tale of 
a simple act of faith between two young people - 
one Israeli, one Palestinian - that symbolizes  
the hope for peace in the Middle East:  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1717  

Worship Resources

Additional Resources: 
Mennonite Church Canada’s Resource Centre contains many related resources.  A small selection includes: 

http://www.cmep.org/content/advent-2011-peace-love-justice-hope-joy 
http://www.cmep.org/content/advent-2011-peace-love-justice-hope-joy 
http://washingtonmemo.org/newsletter/fall10/worshipresources/
http://washingtonmemo.org/newsletter/fall10/worshipresources/
http://www.christatthecheckpoint.com/index.php/multimedia/lectures-2010
http://www.christatthecheckpoint.com/index.php/multimedia/lectures-2010

