
For those who have been at the Annual Assemblies  
(Adult and Youth) and at the Mennonite World Conference  
it has been a busy summer. Some of our staff attended multiple 
events and are now taking some time off to refresh themselves.
I will leave my position as Equipping Coordinator and Receptionist at the end of August.  
I hope I will meet many of you again in my new position as Administrative Assistant at the 
Resource Centre, starting September 1st. Having studied spirituality in Rome, I feel quite at 
home being surrounded by books that touch many aspects of church and spiritual life.  
As you can see in the monthly Resource Update, there are always new and up-to-date items 
that you can borrow totally free as a member of Mennonite Church Canada.

If you have questions or comments, please call 1-866-888-6785 (or locally, 888-6781)  
or email me at mtshimanga@mennonitechurch.ca. I am always happy to hear from  
our congregations. Enjoy!

Miriam Tshimanga – Equipping Coordinator 
PS: Please help ensure that these resources reach the right people. Thank you!  

Inside this issue of Equipping:
Mennonite Church Canada
•	 A Drop in a Pond in a Lake in an Ocean – Robert J. Suderman  

(pastors, leaders, bulletin boards, newsletters)

•	 Finance Report – Randy Wiebe  
(pastors, leaders, bulletin boards, newsletters)

•	 Prayer, Notes & News – September 2009  
(bulletin announcements, newsletters, worship planners)

Christian Witness
•	 Usually I take pride in being a Christian – Janet Plenert  

(pastors, leaders, bulletin boards, newsletters)

•	 Celebration Story September 09: Local Treasure assumes Macau Mennonite pastorate 
(bulletin boards, leaders, worship planners, and church newsletters)    

Christian Formation
•	 Are you ready? – Karen Martens-Zimmerly  

(pastors, leaders, bulletin boards, newsletters)

•	 Resource Update: September 2009  
(worship planners, teachers, pastors, education committees, librarian, etc.)

•	 On-line only: Children’s Stories (based on lectionary readings):  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/126  
(worship planners, teachers, pastors, education committees, librarians etc.)

Miriam Tshimanga   
Equipping Coordinator

“For no one can lay any foundation other than the one that has been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ.” 1 Cor. 3:11
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Christian Formation cont.
•	 A grouping of Special Sunday Worship Resources:  

View and download the entire grouping at: www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/482   
(worship planners, teachers, pastors, education committees, librarian, etc.) 

o	 Sunday School Promotion Sunday, Sept. 13  
download litany at: www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1089;  
see the previous July/August Equipping for hard copy

o	 Publishing Sunday Worship Resource, Sept. 13  
download 2006/07 resources at: www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/339

o	 Peace Sunday, Sept. 20  
download at: www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1061

o	 World Communion Sunday, Oct. 4  
download at: www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1084;  
see July/August Equipping for hard copy

o	 Mennonite Heritage Sunday, Oct. 25  
download at: www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1060

o	 Mission Sunday, Nov. 8  
download at: www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1075;  
see the previous July/August Equipping for hard copy

Extending our faith…
•	 Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary (for leaders, bulletin boards)

o	 Announcements from AMBS
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A Drop in a Pond in a Lake in an Ocean… 
 These last months have been very busy. The Mennonite Church Canada annual Assembly, in 
early June/09 in Saskatoon, went very well. The positive spirit of the delegates was palpable. 
The MC Canada Youth Assembly, in early July/09 in Caronport SK, was also a very positive 
event and the youth went home inspired. The Mennonite World Conference, in early July/09 in 
Asuncion, Paraguay brought together almost 6,000 Anabaptists from every nook and cranny 
of our wonderfully diverse world. 

A few things stand out for me as we participate, as MC Canada, in these circles of diversity. 

We are a small drop in the large oceans of faith that surround us. In Paraguay there were 
special guests who represented:   
Over 60,000,000 believers in the African-Initiated-Church movement; 
Over 300,000,000 believers in the World Council of Churches; 
Over 400,000,000 believers from the World Evangelical Alliance; 
Over 4,000,000 believers from the Lutheran World Federation;  
Over 4,000,000 believers from the World Baptist Alliance; 
The millions from the Catholic churches; 
The millions from the Seventh-Day Adventists around the world. 

As a drop we generate some important ripples within these diverse and large communions: 
The African-Initiated-Church representative indicated that Mennonites were one of the 
only “historic” churches that have encouraged them and walked with them from the 
beginning, accepting them as legitimate and not as cults. 

Things are changing as a result of these ecumenical inter-changes: 
Some of the most gripping moments for me were the public declarations made by the 
representatives of the World Lutheran Federation. This Federation is courageously tackling 
the historic reality that its authoritative Augsburg Confession continues to identify the 
Anabaptists as “anathema,” i.e. cursed or heretical. Dr. Ishmael Noko, the General Secretary 
of the Federation, and a man from Zimbabwe, forthrightly declared that this must stop. “We 
must find a way to lift this load from our shoulders.” He described the continued presence 
of the anathema in their Confession as the “poisonous tail of a scorpion.” “Even though we, 
as Lutherans, may not use it all the time, it is there as weapon. And it is poisoning us.” At 
their meetings in October/09, the Lutheran Federation will have another debate on this issue, 
hoping to define what exactly they can do in order to end this unfortunate age in history and 
to begin a new one. “In this case,” he said, “our revered and dearly beloved leader, Dr. Martin 
Luther, was wrong.” They are convinced that this wrong must now be acknowledged and 
changed for the healing of the Body of Christ.

What makes this more difficult for them, he said, is that the Anabaptists never retaliated in 
kind. He indicated that it is easier to ask for forgiveness if the “other” has also retaliated in 
some way to the original wrong-doing. But in the case of the Anabaptists, this has not been the 
case. “We feel like lions in a den of Daniels,” he said.

If all goes well in October, the Lutheran World Federation wants to engage a formal, liturgical, 
and symbolic act to right this wrong at its world assembly in Stuttgart, Germany in July/2010. 
“It is only fair that we do it there, right in the heart of the ‘land of Luther’,” he said. 

I can only imagine that God must be smiling. 

1.

2.

3.

Robert J. Suderman,  
General Secretary,  

Mennonite Church Canada

“For no one can lay any foundation other than the one that has been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ.” 1 Cor. 3:11
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Winnipeg, Man. — As of July 31, MC Canada’s 
income from donations was $82,000 ahead of 
budgeted income for the same time period, and 
$6,000 ahead compared to the same time period 
last year. On the debit side, expenses are generally 
within projections so far, reported Randy Wiebe, 
Director of Finance.

But in the same breath, he cautioned that only 
36.7% of budgeted income has come in, even 
though the fiscal year is half over. “Very important 
shifts can take place in the last few months of the 
budget year,” he wrote in a report to leadership. 
Giving patterns of past years indicate that 
approximately one third of income is accounted for 
in the final quarter of the fiscal year. The current 
fiscal year will end on Jan. 31, 2010.

Robert J. Suderman, General Secretary of 
Mennonite Church Canada called the six-month 
income statement “good news”, given the financial 
uncertainties generated by the global crisis last year.

“We are grateful for the solid financial support 
demonstrated by donors and congregations in spite 
of the risky financial waters we are all swimming 
in,” he said. “We trust that this generous spirit will 
continue in order to finish the financial year well.”

Mennonite Church Canada is made up of over 
33,000 baptized members, 225 congregations and 5 
area churches. For more information, contact Dan 
Dyck, 600 Shaftesbury Blvd., Winnipeg, MB R3P 
0M4, (204) 888-6781, ddyck@mennonitechurch.ca.

MC Canada reports positive 
ledger, concern for year-end
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“For no one can lay any foundation other than the one that has been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ.” 1 Cor. 3:11
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I am profoundly moved by stories of 
God bringing about deep and complete 
transformation of people across the nations 
and throughout history. I am in awe of 
how God’s people, the church, have been 
God’s agent in so very many ways.  But 
occasionally, I hang my head in utter shame 
and even horror at what the church has done, 
and I plead with God to never again allow us, 
the church today, to make some of the world 
changing mistakes we have made in the past. 

The Aboriginal Learning Tour following 
Mennonite World Conference Assembly 
was such an experience. It was an incredibly 
unique, diverse and intergenerational 
group.  Métis, Ojibway, Cheyenne, Cree, 
Shawnee, and Lakota from North America 
joined different tribal groups from 
Guatemala, Panama, and Peru.  This group 
– communicating bilingually in English 
and Spanish, was hosted by the Enlhet, 
Nivacle, and Guarani indigenous Mennonites 
in Paraguay, and Toba Qom and Mocoví 
Christians from Argentina.  

As the conversations deepened between 
cultures, common themes emerged. And 
this is where I found myself both impressed 
by the consistently gracious spirit of all 
the groups, and increasingly sickened by 
the role of the church in committing what 
some have come to call cultural genocide. 
The church has had a huge role, both as 
accomplice and as perpetrator, of the 
systematic degradation, devaluation, and 
near obliteration of indigenous cultures, 
traditions, and sense of peoplehood of 
Aboriginal peoples in all of the Americas. 

It was clear that every single group 
represented, from each of the seven countries, 
continues to experience the effects of this 
attempted obliteration of their cultures. While 
not every group has experienced a residential 
school type policy, each actively struggles 
with their sense of peoplehood, of being the 
victims of broad sweeping repression, overt 
oppression, specific laws that marginalize 
them, as well as resulting current effects of 
all forms of abuse at the hands of colonizers, 
governments, and yes, the church. 

In Canada, government-funded, church-run 
residential schools were a key strategy to, in 
the words of Deputy Superintendent General 
of Indian Affairs, Duncan Campbell Scott, 
– “ ... get rid of the Indian problem…” Scott 
summed up over a century of past and future 
policy where he said, in 1920, “Our objective 
is to continue until there is not a single Indian 
in Canada that has not been absorbed into the 
body politic and there is no Indian Question 
and no Indian Department.”�

In all, 150,000 Aboriginal Canadian children 
were forcibly removed from their homes, 
families and communities and required to 
attend residential schools in order to educate 
them in English, instill ‘Christian’ values, and  
systematically remove their culture, values, 
traditions and languages from them.  In effect, 
significant, sustained effort was made to force 
Aboriginal people be less than they are as 
children created in the image of God. 

�	  From a paper by Georges Erasmus, President Aboriginal 

Healing Foundation, prepared for a conference titled  “The Tragic Legacy of 

Residential School: Is Reconciliation Possible?”, Calgary, AB, March 2004

Janet Plenert 
Executive Secretary  

MC Canada Witness
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continued on reverse

Usually I take 
pride in being  
a Christian.  



Yet as I sat with Aboriginal brothers and sisters, 
listening to their conversations, I was in awe at 
the hope they demonstrated, and the grace and 
forgiveness they embodied. In spite of the church, 
here we were at a global church event. In spite of the 
degrading treatment and abuse administered at the 
hands of the church, we all joined hands to pray and 
sing praises to God. In spite of the fact that they all 
are struggling to pass on their language and music, 
they welcomed and accepted us as non-Aboriginal 
brothers and sisters in their midst.

In the closing session, several people stated that 
this encounter made them realize that they can 
be proud to be Metis, or Toba, or Quechua.  One 
South American brother challenged the others 
to claim a healthy attitude in Christ, looking 
to Christ as our creator, accepting that we are 
made in the image of God and thus being proud 
and strong in Christ, rather than feeling poor, 
victimized, and without opportunity. 

I hung my head in shame at what the church has 
done, and the pain it has inflicted. And then I 
raised my head, as if Christ himself were lifting my 
chin.  And I looked into the eyes of my Peruvian 
Aboriginal brother.  And as we ate a meal together, 
and shared bread, and he offered to fill my glass, 
I too felt the hope that I saw demonstrated in the 
participants of this tour.  Lord, forgive us, for we 
know not what we do. May your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Mennonite Church Canada Witness, together with 
Mennonite Mission Network of MC USA organized 
this one of a kind Learning Tour which included 
attending Mennonite World Conference Assembly, 
and a week of visiting Indigenous groups in the 
Paraguayan Chaco and Argentinean Chaco for a 
week following Assembly. 

Check the Mennonite Church Canada Resource 
Centre for Aboriginal Resources
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For the first time in 13 years the Macau Mennonite 
Church has a local Chinese leader as the lead pastor 
of the congregation.

Treasure Chow was ordained at Macau Mennonite 
Church in a June 7 ceremony. The street outside the 
church doors was lined with flowers, every chair 
in the building was full, and people sat on extra 
stools.

With much less fanfare and in a more intimate 
setting, founding Mennonite Church Canada 
Witness workers George and Tobia Veith handed 
the leadership of the congregation to Chow and her 
husband, Bailey, on June 14, fulfilling the goal for 
career mission workers planting churches—to work 
themselves out of a job and hand over the church to 
local leadership. 

To symbolize passing on leadership responsibility 
for Macau Mennonite Church, the Veiths washed 
the feet of the Chows. Even more significant 
was Chow’s suggestion to anoint each believer 
in attendance with oil to symbolize the handover 
of responsibility for church kingdom building to 
the body of believers, not just to the incoming 
leadership.

Almost everyone in attendance stood to receive 
this anointing, indicating their willingness to serve 
God, the community and each other in the Macau 
Mennonite Church. 

The ordination and leadership transfer was a mark 
of God’s faithfulness to Macau and the culmination 
of 13 years of work by George and Tobia Veith, 
workers with Mennonite Church Canada Witness 
and Mennonite Mission Network. The Veiths 
helped begin the church in 1996 and they will 
return to North America in July for a one year 
North American Ministry assignment. Tim and 
Cindy Buhler, workers with Mission Network and 
Witness who live on an outlying island of Macau, 
will support the Chows for their first year of 
Mennonite church leadership. 

Praise God for fruitful ministry in Macau!

“For no one can lay any foundation other than the one that has been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ.” 1 Cor. 3:11

We invite you to share this story with your 
congregation. It should take no more than two 
minutes to read aloud. You might also wish to 
include it in your church newsletter.

Treasure Chow was ordained at Macau Mennonite Church in a June 7 ceremony. 

Local Treasure 
assumes Macau 
Mennonite pastorate
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“For no one can lay any foundation other than the one that has been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ.” 1 Cor. 3:11

•	 Observe Peace Sunday 	
check out the new MCC worship material 	
at http://canada.mcc.org/peacesunday 	
and other resources at 	
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1059  

•	 Declare your conscientious  
objection to military taxation	
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/946 	
(Tax season may be over, 	

but it’s never a bad time to speak for peace.)  

•	 Re-think Remembrance Day 	
and conduct a public prayer walk on 
November 11 – check out the new MCC 
resource www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1117	
In preparation, read Jack Suderman’s paper 
Faith and the Public Square:  
The Church’s Witness to Peace - 	
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1109, 	
and order the What Makes a Mennonite? 
brochure to distribute during your Prayer 
Walk - www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/832.

These suggestions are in concert with the 
resolution passed at the 2009 Assembly in 
Saskatoon that seeks more overt activity in 
pursing “peace in the public square.”  They 
are also in keeping with Janet Plenert’s initial 
challenge to our constituency to commit 	
1000 Acts of Peace (see her article in the 	
Mar 2, 2009 Canadian Mennonite) 	
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1108. 

	 September 2009, No. 8

WORSHIP CALENDAR

Labour Day 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/257

Sept 13 - Sunday School Promotion  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/256

Sept 13 – Publishing Sunday 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/339

Sept 20 – International Day of Peace  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1059 

Oct 4 – World Communion Sunday 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1084  

Oct 25 – Mennonite Heritage Sunday 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1060 

Nov 8 – Mission Sunday 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1075 

Nov 15 – Peace Sunday (MCC) 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1061 

Nov 29 – First Advent 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/343

MAKE THE MOST OF THIS 
UPDATE:

Circulate widely – to 
librarian, pastor, worship 
planners, education 

coordinator, and church 
secretary

Invite friends/committee 
members to subscribe: 

www.mennonitechurch.
ca/tiny/347 

View this issue 
electronically at 	

www.mennonitechurch.ca/ 
tiny/1114 and connect with 
our online catalogue

Submit  your own 
original worship service 	

or congregational event 	
for inclusion here and on 	
the web

!

In God’s Hands 	
by Lawrence Kushner, Gary Schmidt and Matthew J. Baek 	
Jewish Lights Publishing, 2005.  

David and Jacob live in the same ordinary town, but it’s almost as if 
they’re from different worlds. David is so poor he can barely feed his 
family. Jacob is so consumed with staying rich he thinks about nothing 
but money. But the two men have one thing in common: they both believe 
that miracles are magical things that can only happen somewhere else, 
to someone else.  But when Jacob wakes up one day all this changes in 
amazing ways you’d never expect … 

For additional children’s books, see www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/168

Children’s Corner Resources for the library, home, Sunday School or Sunday morning storyteller

Act for Peace this Fall

With this goal in mind, please send us an 
email (office@mennonitechurch.ca) or call 	
1-866-888-6785 to let us know about your 	
Act of Peace.

DID YOU KNOW? 
Resource Centre Facts

Loaned books 
shipped free

anywhere in Canada!
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Links worth notingWebsite Window

Our catalogue links you to hundreds of websites  
– including these recent additions:

Do you have any sites to recommend?

Christmas Pageant 2008:   
Springstein Mennonite Church  
by Steve Plenert, Springstein Mennonite Church, Springstein, MB.

What is Christmas really? Trips, family, music, food, gifts? 	
This simple pageant explores all five and then suggests what 
really is missing.  	
	
Download at www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1126

From our ChurchesFrom our Churches Original materials from our constituency

Share your church’s original material

Our catalogue links you to hundreds of free downloads, 
including these recent additions.

A Pastoral Care Resource for Pastors Ministering to LGBT 
Individuals and their Families 	
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1098

2010 Pastor Salary Guidelines 	
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1099

A Theological Framework for the Involvement of the Church i 
n Emergency Preparedness 	
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1100

MC Canada Pandemic Absence Policy 	
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/691

Inspired by the Word (series of 5 articles) 	
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1101

MC Canada Letter to Muslims  
of “A Common Word Between Us and You” 	
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1102

U@?  Communicating with Teens and Young People  
(survey co-sponsored by MC Canada) 	
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1055

Church Matters podcasts (15 minute episodes) 	
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/290

MC Canada Videos (5-15 minute videos) 	
www.youtube.com/mennonitechurchca 

Many Gifts:  Calling and Growing Congregational Leaders 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1103

We’re looking for more original Advent and Christmas 
resources as we approach the season. 

Submit yours at resources@mennonitechurch.ca

From our Partners

Mennonite 
Foundation 
of Canada
MFC teaches Christian stewardship to members of churches 
in Anabaptist conferences across Canada, including 
Mennonite Church Canada.  

One significant method of teaching is through their 	
e-newsletter, Generous Living.  Check back issues and 
subscribe here - www.mennofoundation.ca/resources/generous-living

For other MFC resources, see www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/274. 

LoisHelen Designs
Calligraphy by Lois Siemens 	
www.loishelendesigns.ca 

ARC: Associates Resourcing the 
Church www.arcministries.ca

Anabaptist Wiki
www.anabaptistwiki.org

Pockets
Devotional Magazine for Children 	
www.upperroom.org/pockets 

Simply in Season 	
cookbook blog 	
www.simplyinseason.blogspot.com 

From Mennonite Church Canada
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Need to catch up on this summer’s past 
Assemblies or refresh your memory?  
Here are links to related resources:

DID YOU KNOW? 
Resource Centre Facts

Resource Update highlights faith and church ministry resources that the Mennonite Church Canada Resource Centre makes available by loan, 	
sale or electronic download. This newsletter is distributed 10 times a year by MC Canada in its congregational Equipping package. 	
For a free electronic subscription, check www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/347

 From our Press

Use the links below to borrow 	
or purchase these items:

Words for Worship 2 
ed: Diane Zaerr Brenneman

Many from our constituency – submitted 
prayers, litanies, and other worship 
resources for this new anthology.  Diane 
Zaerr Brenneman has compiled a dynamic 
source of worship materials including 
morning and evening prayers, laments, 
blessings, and dedications.  Sample 
services include the Longest Night, 
Christmas Eve, and All Saints’ Day.

Practices:   
Mennonite Worship and Witness	
by John D. Roth

The author examines the traditions of 
Anabaptist-Mennonite worship and reflects 
on how distinctive Mennonite practices such 
as baptism, communion, foot washing, and 
common meals extend beyond the church 
as a witness to the world.  

Jesus Matters:   
Good News for the 21st Century 
ed. by James R. Krabill and David W. Shenk

Each author in this collection teams with 
one or more young adults to consider 
the various ways we encounter and 
experience Jesus. Topics include Jesus 
and creation, Jesus and the cross, Jesus 
and salvation, Jesus and the Bible, and 
Jesus and the future.

Beyond our Fears:  Guide for Leaders

When a flu pandemic or national 
disaster visits your community, will your 
congregation be ready?  This guide is a 
tool to help the church prepare for times of 
crisis. Use this resource for:  adult or youth 
studies (4 sessions) or to plan worship.

Welcome Miriam!
Miriam Tshimanga begins work as Administrative Assistant 
at the Resource Centre on September 1.  She brings a keen 
interest in church resources, administrative skills from a variety 
of past employment settings, and a deep love for the church.  
If her voice sounds familiar on the phone, you likely talked 
with her at our reception desk where she has worked the last 
couple of years.  Miriam is replacing Anita Neufeld who began 
as Manager of the CMU Bookstore in July.

We have all of Mennonite Publishing Network titles for loan?  
Shipping is free – both ways – anywhere in Canada.  

Before purchasing, consider browsing – a great way to bring the 
“bookstore” to your home!  Select one title, or select 12 with our 
Cheaper by the Dozen (www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1113) program

Adult Assembly
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1058

living 
inside 

Col 3:12-17

Summer  
of Assemblies

MWC resources 	
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/40 

Mennonites in Paraguay 	
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1111

Youth Assembly
Assembly resources 	
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1112 

Shane Claiborne resources 	
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1106

Michele Hershberger resources 	
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1107

Hesston College’s Learning 
the Bible in Live-Giving Ways 
weekend course Michele 
mentioned (Oct 30-Nov 1) 	
www.hesston.edu/AVDS

Youth Ministry resources 	
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/84

Mennonite World Conference
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Found in the Middle:Theology and Ethics 
for Christians Who Are Both Liberal  
and Evangelical
by Wesley J. Wildman; Stephen Chapin Garner	
Subject: Evangelicalism

Many Christians feel that the labels of “liberal” 
and “evangelical” both describe their faith 
and limit their expression of it. By working to 
reclaim the traditional, historical meanings 
of these terms, and showing how they 
complement rather than oppose each other, 
the authors stake a claim for the moderate 
Christian voice in today’s polarized society.

Governance and Ministry: 
Rethinking Board Leadership 
by Dan Hotchkiss	
Subject: Church Governance

Offers congregational leaders a roadmap and 
tools for changing the way boards and clergy 
work together to lead congregations.  The 
right governance model is the one that best 
enables a congregation to fulfill its mission—
to achieve both the outward results and the 
inward quality of life to which it is called.

Steps Along  
the Red Road 
Following Christ  
the Creator
illust.: Ovide Bighetty 	
Subject: Visual Art

A series of 12 posters by 
aboriginal artist, Ovide 
Bighetty offering a fresh take 
on the ten commandments 
from the Bible.

Teaching your Children Healthy Sexuality: 
A Biblical Approach to Prepare Them  
for Life 
by Jim Burns	
Subject: Sexuality

A parenting book that helps parents talk 
openly about sexuality with their children 	
– at all stages of a child’s life.  

Sustainable Youth Ministry: 
Why Most Youth Ministry Doesn’t Last  
and What Your Church Can do About it 
by: Mark DeVries	
Subject: Youth Ministry

The author pinpoints problems that cause 
division and burnout in youth ministry - and 
then provides the practical tools and structures 
church leaders need to lay a strong foundation 
so that youth ministry isn’t built on a person or 
the latest, greatest student ministry trend.

Forgotten Among the Lilies 
(Learning to Love Beyond Our Fears)
by Ronald Rolheiser	
Subject: Spiritual Life

With compassion and honesty laced with 
humour, the author teaches that by God’s 
grace it is possible to experience freedom 
instead of anxiety, solitude instead of 
loneliness, and a generosity of spirit that 
returns to the giver far more than it costs.

Flickering Pixels: 
How Technology Shapes Your Faith 
by Shane Hipps	
Subject: Church and Technology

The author demonstrates how changing the 
method of communication always changes 
the message – and shapes our faith in 
unexpected ways. 

Kingdom Culture:  
Growing the Missional Church 
by Phil M. Wagler	
Subject: Missional Church

Springing from the life of Kingsfield, a 
multiplying movement of churches in 
southwestern Ontario, Kingdom Culture 
seeks to bring “missional” to street 
level.  Phil Wagler, Mennonite pastor and 
Canadian Mennonite columnist identifies 
transformational practices of churches in 
mission in a post-Christian context.

New Resources We average 3 new resources daily. Check www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/480 for a complete listing

Thinking Out Loud: 
Collected Scripts from Radio 4’s 
‘Thoughts For the Day’ 
by John L. Bell	
Subject: Church and Politics

Sometimes affirming, sometimes 
controversial but always contemporary, 
these short reflections written for a BBC 
radio program represent the prickly 
interface between faith and politics from the 
perspective of a Christian believer.
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Heritage Sunday 2009
October 25, 2009

Introduction:

These worship resources have been designed to assist Mennonite congregations in planning 
worship for Heritage Sunday. The focus of this denominationally recognized Sunday is on the 
spiritual heritage of the church, a heritage of an imperfect past which is nevertheless a gift, as 
Israel’s past was for Nehemiah.

A search for meaning in their new circumstances led the people of Israel to recall their past. To 
their credit, they did not just recall glorious triumphs, but also failures and disgraces.  It is this 
honesty about their history that led them to truly worship, truly confess, truly address injustices, 
and truly work together. Reading Nehemiah compels us to ask ourselves a hard question:  Can we 
do the difficult work—the spiritual work—of learning from an imperfect past?

This worship guide has been prepared for Mennonite Church Canada Formation  
by Laureen Harder-Gissing, Archivist-Librarian at the Mennonite Archives of  
Ontario/Conrad Grebel University College Library.

Theme: Remembering with Nehemiah: The gift of an imperfect past

Scripture Texts: Nehemiah 1-9; 1 Peter 2:1-5

Call to Worship/Benediction: (excerpts from Psalm 90)

L: Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations
P: From everlasting to everlasting you are God
L: For a thousand years in your sight are like a day that has just gone by
P:  Teach us to number our days aright that we may gain a heart of wisdom
L: May your deeds be shown to your servants, your splendor to their children
P:  May the favour of the Lord rest upon us
L:  Establish the work of our hands for us
All: Yes, establish the work of our hands.

HWB: 	 Hymnal – A Worship Book

Worship Resource
600 Shaftesbury Blvd
Winnipeg MB R3P 0M4
Toll free 1-866-888-6785
P: 204-888-6781
F: 204-831-5675
E: office@mennonitechurch.ca
www.mennonitechurch.ca
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Invocation:
O God, we pray to you, the One:
Who wandered the desert with Moses and Miriam
Who led Ezra and Nehemiah back to the ruins of a promised land
Whose son, Jesus, called men and women from ordinary tasks
Whose Spirit ignited the church
Who brought us here today.
Open our hearts to the gift of our history.  Amen.

Hymns:
HWB 86 	 Now thank we all our God
HWB 114 	 In thee is gladness
HWB 363 	 Renew your church
HWB 367 	 For the healing of the nations
HWB 26 	 Holy Spirit, come with power
HWB 226 	 You are salt for the earth

Prayers:
HWB 696	 Prayer of Confession
HWB 716	 Affirmation of Faith
HWB 718	 Prayer of the Church	
followed by 
HWB 442 	 Christ Be With Me
HWB 757	 Prayer of Benediction, or repeat the call to worship.

Children’s Story:
Alia’s Mission:  Saving the Books of Iraq by Mark Alan Stamaty. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 
distributed by Random House, 2004.

Story Notes:
This is the real-life story of a woman named Alia, who is a librarian in the city of Basra, Iraq.  
From Biblical times to the present, cultural landmarks have been targets in war.  During the 
first Gulf War, Alia feared for the safety of her city’s library.  Like Nehemiah, she brought her 
community together.  When everyone did their small part, hope was restored.
Alia’s dream did not come true at the end of the story.   She is still waiting for her new library.  
But she has a great feeling of joy because she has found fulfillment in restoring her heritage, 
working for peace and building community.  
Nehemiah’s dream did not come true right away either. But he brought people together, and as 
they worked together and worshipped God together, they found hope, and began to dream again. 

Note: Check with your local library for copies of Alia’s Mission.  The book is also readily 
available to purchase online.
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Scripture Readings: Nehemiah 1-9 (see reader’s theatre, below); 1 Peter 2:1-5.
Nehemiah:	 One of my brothers came from Judah and I questioned him about the Jewish remnant 

that survived the exile, and also about Jerusalem. He said to me:

Brother:	 Those who survived are in great trouble. The wall of Jerusalem is broken and its 
gates have been burned.

Narrator: 	 When he heard this, Nehemiah sat down and wept.  For some days, he mourned and 
fasted and prayed, and then he said:

Nehemiah: 	O Lord who keeps his covenant of love with those who love him and obey his 
commands, hear the prayer your servant is praying before you day and night for the 
people of Israel. I confess the sins we Israelites, including myself, have committed 
against you.  We have not obeyed the commands you gave your servant Moses. You 
promised that if we return to you and obey your commands, then even if your exiled 
people were at the farthest horizon, you will gather them. Give your servant success 
today by granting me favour in the presence of the king.

Narrator: 	 Nehemiah was cupbearer to the king.  When he took the wine to him, the king asked:

King: 	 Why do you look so sad?

Nehemiah: 	I was much afraid, but I said, ‘May the king live forever!  The city where my 
ancestors are buried lies in ruins.’

King: 	 Then what do you want?

Nehemiah: 	If it pleases the king, send me to the city so I can rebuild it. 

Narrator: 	 And because the gracious hand of God was upon him, the king granted his request.  
And Nehemiah went to Jerusalem and began to rebuild the wall.

	 And the people worked with all their heart.

Eliashib: 	 I am the high priest, Eliashib. I and my fellow priests rebuilt the Sheep Gate.

Sons of Hassenaah: We are the sons of Hassenaah who laid the beams of the Fish Gate.

Meremoth: 	I am Meremoth, son of Uriah, the son of Hakkoz, and I repaired the next section of 
the wall. 

Men of Tekoa: 	 We are the men of Tekoa, who repaired the section after that—no thanks to our 
nobles who would not put their shoulders to the work!

Daughters of Shallum: 	 We are the daughters of Shallum who repaired the section past the Tower 
of the Ovens.

Narrator: 	 Our enemies came to taunt us.

Sanballat:	 (mocking)What are those feeble Jews doing? Will they restore their wall? Will they 
finish in a day? Can they bring the stones back to life?

Tobiah: 	 (mocking) What they are building, if even a fox climbed up on it, he could break it! 
(they laugh)
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Nehemiah:	 They plotted to stir up trouble against Jerusalem. But we prayed and posted a guard 
day and night. We worked with one hand, and held a sword in the other. And when 
it was finished, our enemies were afraid and lost their self-confidence because they 
realized that our work had been done with the help of our God.

Narrator:	 And now, men and women raised a great outcry against their fellow Jews:

Woman #1:	Our sons and daughters are numerous, we are mortgaging our fields, vineyards and 
homes just to get grain to eat.

Woman #2:	We have to subject our children to slavery.  Our fellow Jews are enslaving our 
children!

Nehemiah:	 When I heard their cry, I was very angry.  I accused the nobles.  “You are exacting 
usury from your own countrymen!  You are not walking in the fear of God!” And 
they promised,

Nobles:	 We will give back their fields, vineyards and homes, and we will not demand 
anything more from them.

Nehemiah:	 And the people said,

All:	 Amen!

Narrator: 	 And so on the first day of the seventh month, Ezra the priest brought the Law before 
the assembly, which was made up of men and women and all who were able to 
understand.  He read from dawn till noon as he faced the square before the Water Gate. 

	 Then Nehemiah said, 

Nehemiah:	 This day is sacred to the Lord your God. Do not mourn or weep.

Narrator:	 For all the people had been weeping as they listed to the words of the law. 

Nehemiah:	 Go and enjoy food and drink, and send some to those who have none. Do not grieve, 
for the joy of the Lord is your strength.

Narrator:	 And on the twenty-fourth day, the people gathered together and confessed their sins, 
and the sins of their ancestors. They read, and confessed, and worshipped. And then 
the Levites preached.  They said:

Levite #1:	 Stand up and praise the Lord, who made the heavens and the stars, the earth and the 
seas and all that is in them.

Levite #2:	 The Lord chose Abraham and made a covenant with him. The Lord heard the 
sufferings of our ancestors in Egypt.

Levite #3:	 The Lord led us through the desert with a pillar of cloud and fire. The Lord sent us 
commandments from the mountain.

Levite #1:	 But our ancestors became stiff-necked and refused to listen. They failed to remember 
the miracles God performed among them.

Levite #2:	 But God is a forgiving God, gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and 
abounding in love.
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Levite #3:	 And God did not desert them even when they idolized a golden calf.

Levite #1:	 God gave to us the Promised Land, but we were disobedient  
and killed God’s prophets.

Levite #2:	 And we were handed over to our enemies.  
Then God heard our cries, and delivered us.

Levite #3:	 This happened time and time again.

All:	 And once more, O God, we cry to you.

Sermon Notes:
The larger story of Ezra and Nehemiah is the story of a community at its most fragile times.  
Injustice assails it from within and without.  Its people are preoccupied with survival, yet are 
also undergoing a time of deep introspection.  When given the opportunity, they choose to work 
“with all their heart.”  They experience a hunger for worship, confession and redemption which is 
enviable. (The hymns chosen for this service reflect this longing for renewal.)

Nehemiah is commonly seen as a memoir.  Yet the complete story is made up of more than 
personal reflections. Genealogies, registers, lists, oral tradition, Scripture, and archival 
documents have all been mined to reconstruct this story.  A search for meaning in their new 
circumstances leads the community to recall its past. To their credit, the people of Israel do not 
just recall their glorious triumphs, but also their failures and disgraces.  It is this honesty about 
their history that leads them to truly worship, truly confess, truly address injustices, and truly 
work together.

Yet there is a slender thread running through this story that should give us pause. In renewing 
their own community, the people begin to draw firm lines between themselves and the “stranger” 
or “outsider.” Purity becomes an overriding concern. Nehemiah calls down curses on those who 
intermarried (13:23-4), and considers this action a sign of his faithfulness to God.   

Remembering the past is no guarantee that a community will automatically achieve God’s 
dream of a just and peaceful world.  It should come as no surprise to any of us, if we have any 
acquaintance with history, that, in times of great peril, a community draws inward.  This has 
happened to us Mennonites, too. 

Reading Nehemiah compels us to ask ourselves a hard question:  Can we do the difficult work—
the spiritual work—of learning from an imperfect past? This applies to our history as Biblical 
people, as Christians, as Mennonites, as citizens, as a congregation, and as individuals.

One of the most powerful images in Nehemiah is that of the people working side by side to 
rebuild the wall.  Their names are meticulously recorded. We often skim over Biblical passages 
with long lists of names—we don’t know these people anyway. But try to imagine what it was 
like to be there, to be building that wall in a state of hope and fear, physical and spiritual hunger. 
You would have known the people beside you—they were your family and friends, your servants, 
your masters, your priests, your underlings.  Some of them you resented. Others inspired you. 
But you built the wall together. 
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In 1 Peter 2:1-5, we are given another image of wall building.  This is the wall built from Christ, 
the cornerstone, and the other living stones, the people of God. Our faith is built upon, and with, 
the faith of others.

We forget this.  As 21st century people, our world enables this forgetfulness.  “Move forward,” 
the dominant voices say, “forget the past.  History is quaint and amusing, but not relevant.”  
But how can we know which way is “forward” if we fail to contemplate where we have been? 
Otherwise we twist in the wind, never knowing the joy of true confession and repentance, 
worship, community, and meaningful work.

Benediction:
HWB 757, or repeat the call to worship.

600 Shaftesbury Blvd
Winnipeg MB R3P 0M4
Toll free: 1-866-888-6785
T: 204-888-6781
F: 204-831-5675
E: resources@mennonitechurch.ca
W: www.mennonitechurch.ca
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AMBS Announcements
September 2009

Open House, November 14
Invite someone you know with gifts for ministry to come to the 
AMBS Open House on Saturday, November 14, 2009. This
event gives people a taste of seminary life and information
about financial aid, housing and resources. 
     You can send someone an electronic invitation by going 
to this link:
		  www.ambs.ca/open-house/share

Advent and Lent worship planners
Explore ideas for scripture presentations, visual elements, movement and rituals, prayers and 
music for the Advent and Lent seasons. Presenters: Marlene Kropf, Rosanna McFadden and 
Rebecca Slough.
•	 Advent Planner, Oct. 3, 2009
•	 Lent Planner, Jan. 13, 2010	
		  www.ambs.ca/adventplanner  and  www.ambs.ca/lentplanner

Extreme Situations in the Congregation
Three events are scheduled in the Extreme Situations in the Congregation: A Pastoral Care Continuing 
Education Series. See complete details by following the link below. You also may call 574.296.6269 
or send a message to ChurchLeadership@ambs.edu.
•	 Pastoring in the midst of financial crisis, Nov. 5, 2009, with Lynn A. Miller
•	 Life flows on: Pastoring families of individuals who face chronic mental illness, Jan. 25, 

2010, with Gayle Gerber Koontz (This is scheduled as a Leadership Clinic at the beginning of Pastors 
Week.)

•	 Online pornography: Ending up someplace we didn’t intend to go, June 3, 2010, with Keith 
Graber Miller and Mary Lehman Yoder

		  www.ambs.ca/workshops

Pastors Week, January 25–28
“Known to us in breaking bread”: Luke’s Gospel, in its themes of 
hospitality and mission, speaks into our deepest longings. Jesus’ table 
fellowship with its permeable boundaries nurtures insiders and outsiders, 
faithful disciples and lost souls. This week will look in depth at three Luke 
texts of table fellowship—wondering about them, pondering ministry in 
light of them, embodying them in rituals and worship.
	 Presenters: Mary H. Schertz and Rachel Miller Jacobs
	 Worship leaders: James and Barbara Nelson Gingerich
	 Workshops: 
		  Hosting the stranger with Jim Loepp Thiessen
		  Worship is the invitation to radical hospitality with Leonard Dow and Anne Hess
		  Reading the Bible with youth with Rachel Miller Jacobs
		  Re-reading the Bible with Jesus in the center with Jennifer Davis Sensenig
		  Missional leadership: Ministry re-imagined, culture re-engaged with David B. Miller
		  “Ancient future” communion with Alan and Eleanor Kreider

Equipping Canada 	                                                                                            more 
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	 Workshops (continued): 
		  Internet resources for pastoral ministry, my favorites with Eileen Saner
	 	 Becoming one financially with Beryl Jantzi
	 See complete details, a schedule and a secure registration form at:
		  www.ambs.ca/pastorsweek

Leadership Clinics, January 25
Day-long workshops before the start of Pastors Week focus in three areas:
•	 Life flows on: Pastoring families of individuals who face chronic mental illness (See above)
•	 Gathering for new pastors, with Rebecca Slough, Linford King and Karen Martens Zimmerly
•	 Ministry and money,   

		  www.ambs.ca/leadershipclinics

“Reclaiming the Bible as the people’s book” with John Bell,  February 22 
This interactive workshop will look at how the Bible moved from being a 
book open to all to a treatise only a select few can understand. The work-
shop aims to enable the Bible to become more of a vital, sustaining resource 
for congregational life. Presenter John Bell is an ordained minister of the 
Church of Scotland, a member of the Iona Community, and a musician and 
composer known as a gifted teacher of scripture.
	 www.ambs.ca/programs-institutes/clc/workshops/reclaiming-the-bible

Mission Lectureship to feature African researcher
Dr. Victor S. Molobi, senior researcher with the Research Institute for Theology and Religion at the 
University of South Africa, will present the 2009-2010 Shenk Mission lectureship, October 30–31. 
This lectureship, held at AMBS, is part of a conference in which Mennonite mission specialists 
will reflect on a half-century of experience with African Initiated Churches and New Religious 
Movements. For more information, visit: 
	 www.ambs.ca/missionlectureship

Pastors Week (continued)
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